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Dear friends and alumni,

The impact in this report is yours. Through numbers, images, and first-hand stories, it highlights the remarkable 
change your generosity has made possible.

Within these pages, you will discover concrete projects and forward-looking initiatives, alongside continued 
support for research and international engagement, key drivers of excellence and impact. Above all, you will 
hear from our donors and scholarship recipients. Their voices bring our mission to life for there is no stronger 
expression than lived experience! 

None of this would have been possible without the energy and dedication of our team. Every day, they embody 
Fondation USJ’s mission, working with purpose and commitment to connect the needs of our community with 
the generosity you place in our care. 

As Fondation USJ celebrates a decade of dedicated commitment to the University and its students, this report 
carries particular significance. It is also a sincere expression of our gratitude to our alumni, friends, and partners, 
whose continued generosity and solidarity make this impact possible.

Together, we have created a lasting symbol of generosity: The Hall of Donors. Each engraved name reflects a 
shared belief in our students and in their future. Guided by our Board of Directors, all our initiatives align with 
the eight priorities of USJ’s ambitious 150th anniversary campaign.

This report is more than a retrospective: it is an invitation to move forward together, to keep believing in our 
youth. It stands as both a record of what we have achieved and a commitment to what lies ahead, made possible 
by your trust and continued support.

With my sincere gratitude,

Cynthia-Maria Ghobril Andrea 
Director of Fondation USJ

FONDATION USJ: “A Vision for Tomorrow,
A Mission for Today”
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MESSAGE FROM PROF. FRANÇOIS 
BOËDEC, SJ
Rector of USJ,
Chairman of the HDF Board of Directors,
and President of Fondation USJ

Since assuming the role of Rector of Saint Joseph University 
of Beirut on January 5, 2026, I have been committed 
to building upon the University’s achievements while 
reaffirming the pivotal role of Fondation USJ. Its support 
remains essential to our University, our students, and our 
University Medical Center, Hôtel-Dieu de France (HDF).

The year 2025 marked a defining moment in our shared 
history, celebrating 150 years of USJ and its unwavering 
dedication to its educational, human, and social mission. 
It also commemorated the 10th anniversary of Fondation 
USJ, which has stood alongside the University and HDF 
for a decade. Ten years of steadfast commitment to 
expanding access to education, supporting our most 
vulnerable students, fostering academic excellence, and 
ensuring the continuous care of patients at HDF.

Today, Fondation USJ plays a strategic role in the life 
and future of the University. It enables USJ to plan with 
foresight, respond proactively to challenges, secure 
essential resources, and support initiatives that are 
both meaningful and impactful. Through the Fondation’s 

dedication, the University remains true to its mission: forming responsible and engaged individuals, while 
supporting HDF in its commitment to care and service. 

I wish to extend my sincere gratitude to the members of the Board of Directors of Fondation USJ for their 
unwavering dedication and insightful guidance. Their leadership in defining strategic direction, upholding sound 
governance, and ensuring the prudent and ethical management of resources, particularly through the Investment 
Committee, is vital to the Fondation’s mission. I look forward to advancing this shared journey together, guided 
by trust, responsibility, and a common commitment to the University’s future.

I also wish to express my heartfelt thanks to all friends, donors, and alumni of USJ, both in Lebanon and around 
the world. Through their support and engagement, they sustain a mission grounded in continuity and centered 
on the dignity of every person.

For 150 years, Saint Joseph University of Beirut has been guided by a constant commitment: to educate, to 
innovate, and to serve. This spirit continues to shape our decisions, support our students throughout their 
academic journey, and inform the work of HDF in caring for every patient.

As USJ enters a new chapter in its history, I call upon each of you to remain by our side, to strengthen this chain 
of solidarity and responsibility, and to pass it on to future generations.

United in our dedication to this mission, USJ advances with purpose in service to society and to Lebanon.

Prof. François BOËDEC, SJ
Rector of USJ, Chairman of the HDF Board of Directors
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MESSAGE FROM 
PROF. SALIM DACCACHE, SJ 
Rector of USJ (2012-2025)

A year marked by challenges, commitment, and renewal

The 2024–2025 academic year will stand as one of the most demanding 
periods in the history of our institution. Persistent conflicts, profound 
uncertainty, and overlapping crises affected Lebanon, the region, and 
the wider world. In this context of instability and geopolitical tension, 
Saint Joseph University of Beirut and Fondation USJ remained steadfast, 
pursuing their mission with clarity, resolve, and a deep sense of 
responsibility.

Confronted with these challenges, Fondation USJ–HDF chose 
determination over retreat. It reaffirmed its essential role as a trusted pillar 
of support for the University, its students, instructors, and community. At 

a time when resources were under increasing pressure and needs continued to rise, every act of generosity 
carried exceptional weight. Each contribution played a decisive role in preserving academic excellence and 
sustaining the University’s educational mission.

For 150 years, Saint Joseph University of Beirut has been guided by an unwavering conviction: education is 
a public good, a service to society, and an investment in the future. Once again, in a period of trial, the USJ 
community rose to the occasion. Through the steadfast commitment of our donors, partners, alumni, and friends, 
the University was able to continue its essential work: educating, caring, supporting…and sustaining hope.

This report bears witness to that collective resolve. It reflects our capacity to endure adversity while continuing 
to evolve, in full fidelity to the Fondation’s founding mission: to provide lasting support to Saint Joseph University 
of Beirut, a center of learning, intellectual freedom, and service to society.

Despite the crises we faced, the 2024–2025 academic year emerges as one of responsibility, loyalty, and hope. 
The shared engagement of our community, the confidence of our partners, and the generosity of our donors 
enabled Fondation USJ–HDF to move forward with purpose, guided by the conviction that education remains 
among the most powerful instruments of renewal, peace, and lasting progress.

I extend my sincere appreciation to each of you. Your commitment is a source of strength, stability, and hope. 
Together, we will continue to build a university that is free, rigorous, and profoundly human, serving our country 
and the region.

With my heartfelt gratitude, 

Prof. Salim Daccache, SJ
Rector of USJ (2012-2025)
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MESSAGE FROM MR. SAMIR ASSAF
PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS OF FONDATION USJ

USJ Endowment Fund: Investing in the Future

The USJ Endowment Fund is more than financial capital.

It is a promise. A promise to our students, to our nation and to the 
enduring mission of Saint Joseph University: to educate, innovate, and 
serve, even in the face of challenges.

In 2025, USJ celebrated 150 years of excellence: 150 years of teaching, 
research, care, and unwavering commitment to Lebanon. Behind this 
legacy are countless individuals—instructors, doctors, researchers, and 
generations of students whose talent has consistently driven our nation 
forward.

I say this with deep emotion: scholarship support once opened the door 
to my education, shaping the person I am today. That experience fuels my 
dedication to USJ’s mission: creating opportunities and investing in the 
future of our youth.

Today, the Endowment Fund embodies that mission. It enables USJ to provide scholarships, advance research, 
support Hôtel-Dieu de France, and maintain the stability necessary to face crises while preparing for the future.

Strengthening Our Mission, Securing the Future

To safeguard the University’s mission for generations to come, USJ has reinforced its governance through 
two key bodies: The University Board of Trustees, ensuring institutional balance and transparency; and the 
Board of Directors of Fondation USJ, tasked with raising funds, overseeing their management, and investing the 
Endowment Fund’s capital to secure the University’s future.

USJ has launched an ambitious campaign to grow the Endowment Fund and ensure the continuity of its mission.

None of this would be possible without the trust and generosity of our donors. Your support is more than a 
contribution, it is an act of faith in education, in our students, and in the future of Lebanon.

I extend my deepest thanks to you.

Samir Assaf
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THE IMPACT OF YOUR SUPPORT
IN 2024-2025
USJ KEY FIGURES

$12,134,874
is the total amount raised by Fondation USJ in 20-24-2025 in support of 

the University, its students and its University Medical Center, 
Hôtel-Dieu de France and its patients.

$ 3,631,848 $ 5,678,167

$ 2,947,389 $ 2,301,153

$ 1,817,441 $ 4,155,554

$ 8,396,678 $ 12,134,874

35% 19%

22% 34%

43% 47%

Donor 
Categories Amounts Amounts

Academic Year
2023 - 2024

Percentages Percentages

Academic Year
2024 - 2025

Individuals

Private Sector

International 
Organizations, 
International 
NGOs, Local NGOs, 
Foundations

Total Raised
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PILLAR: “MORE EDUCATION”: STUDENT SUPPORT
Education empowered by generosity.
Donations that make a real difference.

More Heritage Conservation
(Cultural and Artistic Projects)

$154,552 

More Social Responsibility
(Humanitarian Projects, Citizenship,

and Sustainable Development)
$26,475 

More Research
(Projects, Equipment, and Grants)

$596,594

More Perennity
$1,177,343 

More Modernism
(Infrastructure and Equipment)

$5,368,535 

More Education 
(Student Support)
$3,526,097 

More Care
(Patient Support, Equipment,
and In-Kind Donations)
$1,260,278 

More Entrepreneurial
Leadership
$25,000 

For the 2024–2025 academic year, Saint Joseph University of Beirut and Foundation USJ provided 
$28,567,627 in financial support. Coordinated closely with USJ’s Financial Aid Office, 

this assistance reached 6,492 of the 10,177 enrolled students, accounting for nearly 64% 
of the student body. This commitment is instrumental in securing students’ academic journeys and 

ensuring equal opportunities for all. 

Where generosity meets impact.
Every contribution supports a key pillar, shaping the future of USJ.

Allocation of $12,134,874 in 2024 – 
2025 by Strategic Priority
“USJ, Aspire for More” Campaign



USJ’s 150th anniversary fundraising campaign, “USJ, Aspire for More,” embodies the strength of a united 
community driven by a shared vision: to reinforce USJ as an inclusive institution of excellence, firmly oriented 
toward the future. Made possible by the generosity of our donors and partners, many meaningful initiatives 
have already taken shape: from scholarships and student support to enhanced teaching and research facilities, 
continued support for Hôtel-Dieu de France University Medical Center and its network, and the growth of 
innovation and research programs.

The journey is far from over. Our ambition remains bold and forward-looking: to raise $150 million in support of 
the University’s educational and social mission. Built around eight strategic priorities, the campaign guides every 
project and every action, ensuring a lasting impact in Lebanon and beyond.

Together, we have already delivered on our commitments. With your trust and engagement, we continue to 
move forward, always further, shaping the future of our students and of Lebanon.
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USJ 2025-2035
 FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN 150 YEARS
OF USJ: “USJ, ASPIRE FOR MORE” 
Support a noble cause: the mission of Saint Joseph University, proudly celebrating 150 years of 
excellence and dedication to education, health, and innovation.
Our fundraising campaign is dedicated to supporting eight key pillars that shape the future of 
USJ and leave a lasting impact on the communities we serve.

1

5

2

6

3

7

4

8

MORE 
PERENNITY 
“150 Years of USJ” 
Endowment Fund

MORE 
MODERNISM
Infrastructure and 
Equipment

MORE 
EDUCATION 
Student Support

MORE 
ENTREPRENEURIAL 
LEADERSHIP
Entrepreneurship 
and Lifelong Learning

MORE 
RESEARCH 
Innovation and Scientific 
Research Projects

MORE SOCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY
Citizenship and Sustainable 
Development 

MORE
CARE
Health and Hospital Sector

MORE
HERITAGE 
CONSERVATION
Heritage and Culture 

The University relies on the 
Endowment Fund to secure 
permanent, self-sustaining 
sources of financing, 
ensuring long-term stability 
for USJ.

a. Development and Facilities 
(digital transformation, student 
dorms, sports, etc.)

$10M
b. Renewal and Equipment 
(classrooms, laboratories, 
libraries, etc.)

$5M

Annual Student 
Scholarships and Financial 
Aid

$3M

Youth, Employment and 
Economy; 21st-Century 
Lebanon; Decentralization; 
Health Challenge

$2M $1M

a. HDF Social Solidarity 
Fund: Patient Support

$9M
b. Public Health, Care 
Centers, and Equipmen

$70M $15M $20M $15M

For more information, please visit the campaign website  Click here

https://www.usj.edu.lb/fondationusj/150/?lang=2
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USJ 2025-2035
 FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN 150 YEARS
OF USJ: “USJ, ASPIRE FOR MORE” 
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On Friday, September 20, 2024, Saint 
Joseph University of Beirut marked a historic 
milestone with the inauguration of its Hall 
of Donors on the Medical Sciences Campus, 
Damascus Road, officially launching the 
University’s 150th anniversary year.

The ceremony brought together Lebanon’s 
leaders and prominent figures, including 
former President Amine Gemayel, Minister of 
Education and Higher Education H.E. Abbas 
Halabi, and Minister of Tourism H.E. Walid 
Nassar, represented by Ms. Joelle Hajjar. The 

Reverend Father Michael Zammit Mangion, SJ, Provincial of the Society of Jesus in the Near East and Maghreb, 
joined USJ leaders, instructors, students, and friends of the University to witness this historic occasion.

The Hall of Donors pays tribute to more than 2,900 benefactors whose generosity has sustained USJ for 
decades. It honors members of the Platinum and Diamond circles, as well as the prestigious 1875 circle, with 
contributions ranging from $100,000 to over $1 million.

Mr. Samir Assaf, Chairman of the Board of Directors of Fondation USJ, described the Hall as a symbol of hope, 
trust, and the support that empowers Lebanon’s youth to believe in themselves and their future. 

Prof. Daccache underscored the milestone’s significance in USJ’s history, praising instructors, alumni, and 
donors whose dedication has shaped the University’s reputation. From its founding by the Jesuits in 1875, USJ 
has grown into one of the region’s most prestigious institutions while remaining true to its mission of academic 
excellence and service.

The evening featured Our 150 Years: A Legacy, A Vision, a 3D mapping show that vividly traced the University’s 
history through immersive visual and sound projections. Prof. Daccache paid tribute to the students, the true 
heart of campus life, and to alumni whose achievements continue to bring international recognition to USJ. 

The University warmly acknowledged the dedication of organizers and partners, concluding the celebration 
with a reception that united the community and its donors in gratitude, hope, and confidence for the future of 
Lebanon.

USJ INAUGURATES ITS HALL OF 
DONORS AND LAUNCHES ITS 150th 
ANNIVERSARY YEAR

Fore more details, click here  

https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=17671
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On June 6, 2025, USJ’s Faculty of Humanities 
officially became the Faculty of Humanities Ramez 
G. Chagoury, honoring the generous contribution of 
the Gilbert and Rose-Marie Chagoury Foundation, a 
defining moment in the University’s history.

The signing ceremony in Paris brought together Prof. 
Salim Daccache, SJ, Rector of USJ, H.E. Mr. Gilbert 
Chagoury, Mr. Samir Assaf, President of the Board of 
Directors of Fondation USJ, and Tarek Farran, Esq. 

For decades, the Gilbert and Rose-Marie Chagoury Foundation has quietly championed education, health, 
and environmental initiatives, weaving a legacy of generosity, progress, and hope across Lebanon, Nigeria, the 
United States, and Europe.

By associating Ramez G. Chagoury’s name with such an iconic institution, the Chagoury family leaves a living 
legacy that will endure within the University’s walls and in the hearts of its communities. This visionary and 
profoundly human gesture, made in celebration of USJ’s 150th anniversary, reflects a simple truth: investing in 
education is investing in the future.

The name now displayed on the Faculty’s walls will serve as a guiding beacon for generations of students, a 
symbol of faith in youth, a commitment to passing knowledge forward, and a belief in the transformative power 
of learning.

Through this remarkable act of generosity, the Chagoury family not only secures its place in USJ’s history but 
also puts a part of itself into it. In every student who walks these halls, in every dream that takes root here, their 
legacy will continue to inspire hope and shape the future. 

INNOVATIONS AND FLAGSHIP PROJECTS

NAMING AT USJ
 Naming to Inspire: Honoring a Legacy, Shaping the Future… The 
Faculty of Humanities Honors Ramez G. Chagoury

13

Fore more details, click here  

https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=17672
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 On July 21, 2025, Saint Joseph University of 
Beirut (USJ) welcomed Mr. Christopher G. 
Chagoury, representative of the Gilbert and 
Rose-Marie Chagoury Foundation, to the Faculty 
of Humanities Ramez G. Chagoury, recently 
named in honor of Ramez G. Chagoury.

Mr. Chagoury met with Prof. Salim Daccache, SJ, 
Rector of USJ; Mr. Samir Assaf, President of the 
Board of Directors of Fondation USJ; Mrs. Myrna 
Gannagé, Dean of FLSH; Mrs. Cynthia-Maria 
Ghobril Andrea, Director of Fondation USJ, along 
with Mr. Toufic Baaklini and Tarek Farran, Esq., 
and other university leaders to discuss ongoing 
projects and future plans for the Faculty.

The visit highlighted the Rose-Marie Chagoury Foundation’s long-standing commitment to education and its 
support for initiatives that promote learning, knowledge-sharing, and social responsibility in Lebanon.

The day continued with a lunch, followed by the Faculty’s graduation ceremony. Mr. Chagoury congratulated 
students for their dedication and resilience, praising their ability to persevere amid economic and social 
challenges. He expressed pride in seeing Ramez G. Chagoury’s name associated with a Faculty that shapes 
open-minded, critical, and socially engaged graduates.

The visit reaffirmed the strong partnership between USJ and the Gilbert and Rose-Marie Chagoury Foundation, 
bound by the same conviction that supporting education is supporting Lebanon’s future.

In recognition of his support, Mr. Christopher Chagoury received the  USJ 150th Anniversary Commemorative 
Medal in a ceremony marked by simplicity and mutual respect.  

Christopher G. Chagoury at the Faculty of Humanities Ramez G. 
Chagoury: A Legacy of Gratitude and Vision

Fore more details, click here  

https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=17673
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HÔTEL-DIEU 
DE FRANCE 
(HDF)

In a year marked by uncertainty and 
the painful realities of war, solidarity 
emerged as our community’s 
strongest anchor. At Hôtel-Dieu 
de France (HDF), we witnessed 
extraordinary loyalty from our 
donors, who chose to remain present, 
supportive, and committed, even in 
the most difficult circumstances.

Through the Social Solidarity Fund, 
23,659 patients received essential 
care, representing $3,006,750 in 
support. Beyond the figures lies 

something far more meaningful: 
trust, compassion, and a shared 
sense of responsibility toward the 
most vulnerable.

This collective commitment was 
reflected in defining moments for 
our institution: the inauguration 
of the Dr. Philippe Kfouri Room, 
the generous donation of a digital 
radiology machine by Alumni 
Canada, and the second edition of 
the «Harmonies of Solidarity» gala 
dinner at the Pine Residence, the 

official residence of the French 
Ambassador to Lebanon.

On behalf of the entire HDF team, 
I extend my deepest gratitude to 
our donors and partners. Your trust 
enables us to fulfill our mission, heal 
with dignity, and continue believing 
in humanity, even in the darkest 
times.

Nassib Nasr

Director-General of the USJ-HDF 
Hospital Network

Message from the
Director-General of the USJ-HDF Hospital Network
Mr. NASSIB NASR

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=f5db529dae884826JmltdHM9MTY2MTg1MDIzOCZpZ3VpZD0yYmMxNDJjNy0xYzJiLTQ2NDAtYjgxNy02MGE5MzAzODlhYTMmaW5zaWQ9NTE2NQ&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=aeb24958-2842-11ed-9366-efad62adb0ba&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGRmLnVzai5lZHUubGIvZW4&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=f5db529dae884826JmltdHM9MTY2MTg1MDIzOCZpZ3VpZD0yYmMxNDJjNy0xYzJiLTQ2NDAtYjgxNy02MGE5MzAzODlhYTMmaW5zaWQ9NTE2NQ&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=aeb24958-2842-11ed-9366-efad62adb0ba&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGRmLnVzai5lZHUubGIvZW4&ntb=1
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GENEROSITY 
AND FINANCES

In 2024-2025, the HDF Social Solidarity Fund provided support to 

23,659 patients
We raised a total of 

$1,260,278
thanks to the generosity of 93 friends of HDF, including

$667,898
in in-kind donations.

Period

July 2022 - June 2023

July 2023 - June 2024 

10,576 

15,881 

$1,492,619 

$3,563,292 

July 2024 - June 2025 23,659 $3,006,750  

Number of Patients  Amount in $  

HDF SOCIAL SOLIDARITY FUND

THE NUMBERS THAT MATTER

The prolonged economic crisis in Lebanon, which has been ongoing for more than six years, has left many 
patients unable to cover the cost of their hospital care. In response to the growing number of requests for 
financial assistance, Hôtel-Dieu de France (HDF), with the support of Fondation USJ, created the HDF Social 
Solidarity Fund in 2021. This fund aims to provide financial relief to the most vulnerable patients, especially 
those without social security coverage or private insurance. Its establishment and continued operation are 
central to HDF’s social and public mission.

In this context, in-kind donations are vital to HDF. Contributions such as medical equipment, medications, and 
other health supplies help improve patient care, support emergency needs, and promote community solidarity. 
These forms of support also diversify the hospital’s resources, strengthening its resilience. By championing these 
philanthropic initiatives, we help uphold the right to fast, effective, and fair healthcare for everyone.
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HDF IN 
ACTION

USJ Alumni Canada, represented by Mr. Jean Ghannoum and 
Dr. Patrick Arkash, donated a digital radiology machine to Hôtel-
Dieu de France, reinforcing their longstanding commitment to the 
hospital. This generous contribution directly enhances patient 
care and helps address urgent medical needs, particularly in 
these challenging times. 

In the presence of Prime Minister Najib Mikati, Hôtel-Dieu de France 
(HDF) and the Diana Bou Dargham Tannoury Women’s Cancer 
Foundation signed a memorandum of understanding to inaugurate 
Lebanon’s first women’s cancer center: Women’s Cancer Institute 
(WCI).

Hôtel-Dieu de France (HDF) welcomed representatives from YASA, 
PhamCare, and BabyBuzz for a meaningful initiative: the donation of 
10 car seats to the hospital’s Pediatric and Maternity Departments. 
More than a donation, this partnership strengthens HDF’s ongoing 
mission to protect and care for mothers and their newborns, setting 
the stage for future collaborative efforts. As a “baby-friendly” 
hospital, HDF champions the physical and emotional well-being of 
women and their newborns, combining medical safety, high-quality 
care, and compassionate attention to nurture families at every step 
of their journey. 

August 6, 2024
Donation of a Digital Radiology Machine – USJ Alumni Canada

September 16, 2024
Inauguration of the First Women’s Cancer Center in Lebanon and the Region: 
Women’s Cancer Institute (WCI)

February 28, 2025
Donation of Car Seats to the Pediatrics and Maternity Departments

Fore more details, click here  

Fore more details, click here  

Fore more details, click here  

https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=17674
https://www.hdf.usj.edu.lb/en/events/inauguration-first-womens-cancer-center-lebanon-and-region
https://www.hdf.usj.edu.lb/en/news/donation-car-seats-pediatrics-and-maternity-departments
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 Hôtel-Dieu de France (HDF) inaugurated the Dr. Philippe Kfouri Room 
during a visit from the National Academy of Medicine of France, 
honoring a pioneer of Franco-Lebanese medicine.  The ceremony 
brought together Prof. Christian Boitard, Permanent Secretary of the 
Academy; Prof. Jacques Belghiti, Deputy Secretary; Prof. Jean-Marc 
Ayoubi, Corresponding Member; and Mr. Albert Kfouri, President of 
the Malta-Lebanon Association, alongside leaders from the medical, 
academic, and administrative sectors of HDF and USJ. The event 

celebrated Dr. Kfouri’s remarkable journey, from his birth in Beirut in 1894 to his exile in France in 1915, and his 
groundbreaking work in the fight against tuberculosis, later advanced by Dr. Charles Mérieux  to achieve global 
impact.  A reception concluded the ceremony, highlighting a legacy of scientific excellence and the enduring 
collaboration between France and Lebanon. 

For the second consecutive year, Hôtel-Dieu de France hosted its  “Harmonies 
of Solidarity” gala dinner at the Pine Residence, the official residence of 
the French Ambassador to Lebanon. The evening welcomed distinguished 
guests, including His Excellency Mr. Hervé Magro, French Ambassador to 
Lebanon, Prof. Salim Daccache, SJ, Rector of Saint Joseph University of 
Beirut (USJ), Mr. Nassib Nasr, Director-General of the HDF-USJ hospital 
network, and over 500 guests. The gala provided a meaningful platform for 
physicians, hospital teams, and long-standing partners to come together in 
a setting rich in history, within a warm and refined atmosphere. 

June 5, 2025
HDF Inaugurates the Dr. Philippe Kfouri Room

June 21, 2025
 Second Edition of the “Harmonies of Solidarity”  Gala Dinner

Priority Projects
As part of our strategic fundraising efforts through Fondation USJ to support patient care, we have 
launched seven targeted donation initiatives. Each project highlights priority needs and key achievements 
within our departments, giving donors a clear view of the tangible impact of their contributions. The seven 
fundraising campaigns launched to support our departments and enhance the quality of care provided to 
our patients are as follows:

 Funding 14 operating 
tables for the Surgical 
Block

 Funding 14 hemodialysis 
machines for the Hemodialysis 
Center

 Funding 2 complete 
anesthesia machines for the 
Anesthesiology and Reanimation

 Funding 3 central monitors 
and 20 bedside monitors for the 
Cardiac and Pediatric Intensive 
Care Units

 Funding 25 electrocardiograms 
for the Cardiology Department

 Funding an anesthesia 
ventilator for the Radiology 
Department

 Funding a neonatal flat 
panel mobile x-ray and an MRI-
compatible ventilator for the 
Radiology Department

Your support is essential to 
enhancing the care we provide 

and improving the lives 
of our patients.

Be a part of the change, 
donate now  

Across borders and distance, your actions carry the warmth of your commitment and the depth of your love for your 
country and our community. Distance disappears in every gesture, each one a testament to your enduring care.

Fore more details, click here  

Fore more details, click here  

https://www.hdf.usj.edu.lb/en/donation
https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=17675
https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=17446
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“Regardless of the distance that separates us, every 
contribution is a testament to your genuine attachment 
and steadfast support for your fellow citizens and your 
homeland.”

PARIS

The Rector and a USJ Delegation Meet 
USJ and HDF Alumni and Friends Abroad1

Fondation USJ is forging ahead, extending its reach beyond Lebanon to meet today’s challenges head-on. This 
momentum goes beyond geographic expansion, it embodies a spirit of solidarity and unity with friends and 
Alumni who are part of the community.

Bringing USJ and HDF closer to its global community, the Rector meets those who, near or far, support and 
champion the University and its medical center. These visits celebrate a remarkable network, a driving force 
behind initiatives, solidarity, and shared successes. Accompanied by a delegation including Mrs. Cynthia-Maria 
Ghobril Andrea, Director of Fondation USJ, Prof. Christian Makary, President of the Federation of USJ Alumni 
Associations, and other leaders from USJ and HDF, the Rector engages directly with alumni and friends. Beyond 
institutional partnerships, these encounters are moments of warm exchange, shared memories, and a celebration 
of the distinctive spirit that unites our community.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2024-2025 
ACADEMIC YEAR

• USJ Alumni in Paris: A Renewed Commitment! 
As part of USJ’s 150th anniversary celebrations, the USJ Alumni 
Association in France hosted a solidarity dinner at the Cercle de 
l’Union Interalliée in Paris, on Friday, April 25, 2025. The event brought 
together over 200 alumni, friends, diplomats, political figures, religious 
leaders, and academics. It was held in the presence of Prof. Salim 
Daccache, SJ, Rector of USJ, Mrs. Cynthia-Maria Ghobril Andrea, 
Director of Fondation USJ, and the evening’s guest of honor, H.E. Mr. 
Joe Saddi, Minister of Energy and Water and President of the USJ 
Board of Trustees.

Distinguished attendees included Mr. David Bertolotti, representing 
H.E. Mr. Jean-Noël Barrot, France’s Minister for Foreign Affairs; H.E. Mr. Mustapha Adib, Ambassador of 
Lebanon to Germany and to UNESCO; and Mr. Ziad Taan, Chargé d’Affaires of the Lebanese Embassy in France; 
Mr. Philippe Lagayette, President of the Fondation de France; and Monsignors Jean Maroun Kouaik and Issam 
Abi Khalil.

The Association honored several personalities, friends, and alumni of USJ, presenting them with medals in 
recognition of their longstanding support. The honorees included H.E. Mr. Joe Saddi, Prof. Salim Daccache, Mr. 
Dani Abi Chala, Marianne Chebel Issa El Khoury, Esq., Mr. Raymond El Hawli, Prof. Ismat Ghanem, Mrs. Cynthia-
Maria Ghobril Andrea, Bahjat Rizk, Esq., Roland Ziadé, Esq., and Mrs. Carmel Wakim. 

Fore more details, click here  

https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=17448
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UNITED STATES - NEW YORK

 UNITED STATES - WASHINGTON, D.C.

• �Berge Setrakian, Esq. and Mr. Ray Debbane Bring Together the Rector, the USJ Delegation, 
and the USJ Community in New York

On April 30 in New York, USJ gathered with around twenty alumni and 
close supporters to commemorate the University’s 150th anniversary. 
At the invitation of Mr. Ray Debbane and Berge Setrakian, Esq., 
esteemed members of the Board of Fondation USJ and long-time 
friends of the University, the Rector, Prof. Salim Daccache, SJ, led the 
official delegation in honoring and strengthening the bonds with the 
Lebanese diaspora. In recognition of their unwavering dedication and 
steadfast support, Prof. Salim Daccache, SJ, presented Mr. Debbane 
and Mr. Setrakian with the USJ 150th Anniversary Commemorative Medal, along with a copy of the book 
Heritage: 150 Years of Legacy and Excellence. The gesture honored not only their personal commitment but also 
the shared responsibility of carrying USJ’s legacy forward for generations to come. 	

• �USJ Delegation Visits the Lebanese Consulate in New York  
Under the patronage of Consul General Majdi Ramadan, the 
Lebanese Consulate in New York welcomed over a hundred 
guests on May 1, bringing together alumni, friends, and members 
of USJ’s Lebanese community. The evening was marked by the 
screening of a film celebrating Saint Joseph University’s 150th 
anniversary, an emotional tribute that filled the room with 
pride and nostalgia. In his address, Consul General Ramadan 
emphasized USJ’s pivotal role as the leading French-speaking 

university in the Middle East and a cornerstone of higher education in Lebanon.

The evening concluded with heartfelt exchanges of gratitude. Ms. Khoury presented Prof. Daccache, on behalf 
of the Alumni Committee, with a book on the Vatican’s artistic heritage, while Mr. Bassel Kikano offered him 
a trophy on behalf of the Jamhour – US Alumni Committee in recognition of his contributions. In return, the 
USJ delegation honored Consul General Ramadan with the USJ 150th Anniversary Commemorative Medal, 
acknowledging his generous support, warm welcome, and tireless efforts to strengthen the connection between 
Lebanese abroad and their homeland.  

• �USJ Alumni Washington DC Chapter Celebrates 150 Years of Excellence 
The USJ Alumni Washington, D.C. Chapter marked the University’s 
150th anniversary with a flagship celebration held on May 4. Hosted 
under the patronage of the Embassy of Lebanon in Washington, D.C., 
the event brought together alumni and friends of Saint Joseph University 
in a shared expression of unity, pride, and commitment to education. 
Master of ceremonies Anthony Akouri guided the evening’s program, 
which featured several moments of recognition. USJ’s 150th Anniversary 
Commemorative Medal was awarded to Dr. François Nader, Faculty of 

Medicine alumnus (Class of 1981) and internationally recognized healthcare leader; Mr. John Bou Ezzi, President 
of Fondation USJ– USA; and Dr. Anthony Moawad, in recognition of their professional excellence and lasting 
commitment to the University’s values. The celebration culminated in a tribute to Prof. Salim Daccache, SJ, 
who received a Lifetime Achievement Award. The distinction honored his visionary leadership and unwavering 
dedication to USJ’s mission, particularly during one of the most challenging periods in Lebanon’s history.

Fore more details, click here  

Fore more details, click here  

Fore more details, click here  

https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=16385
https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=16385
https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=16388
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UNITED STATES – CLEVELAND

UNITED STATES – ATLANTA

CANADA – MONTREAL

• �USJ Alumni in Cleveland Celebrate 150 Years of Legacy, Loyalty, and Hope 
On May 6, USJ alumni in Cleveland celebrated the University’s 
anniversary. The event, organized by Dr. Charbel Noujaim, began 
with a liturgy at St. Maron Maronite Catholic Church and continued 
with a convivial dinner. As part of USJ’s US tour commemorating its 
150th anniversary, the Rector praised this inspiring display of unity and 
belonging, highlighting the University’s identity as an engaged, Jesuit 
institution with a global presence. 

• �Atlanta Celebrates USJ’s 150 Years with Unity and Engagement 
On May 7, USJ friends and alumni gathered for an evening of heartfelt 
celebration marking the University’s 150th anniversary. The event 
honored the remarkable contributions of Mr. Tony Khoury, who 
received the USJ 150th Anniversary Commemorative Medal from 
Prof. Salim Daccache, SJ, Rector of USJ. This medal honors those who 
embody the University’s spirit and values. Though not an alumnus, Mr. 
Khoury’s steadfast dedication and extraordinary generosity gave the 
evening a profoundly symbolic significance.  

• USJ Alumni in Montreal Celebrate 150 Years of Legacy  
On May 2, 2025, Prof. Salim Daccache, SJ, Rector of USJ, and the delegation from Beirut were warmly received 
at the Maronite Eparchy of Saint Maron in Montreal. In a ceremony recognizing his academic and spiritual 
dedication, Bishop Paul-Marwan Tabet presented Prof. Daccache with the Diocesan Gold Cross. In a gesture 
of gratitude, Prof. Daccache offered Bishop Tabet a commemorative plaque marking USJ’s 150th anniversary, 
symbolizing the deep bonds between the University and its international community. The celebrations continued 
the following evening, May 3, as the USJ Alumni Association in Montreal hosted a gala dinner honoring the 
University’s 150 years. More than 200 alumni and friends attended, including Bishop Tabet; Mr. Antoine Eid, 
Consul General of Lebanon; Mr. Antoine Tayar, interim Mayor of Mont-Royal and USJ alumnus; Mr. Dimy 
Ambroise, representing the Jesuits of Canada; and Dr. Patrick Arcache, former President of the Association. The 
evening featured special guest and comedian John Achkar.

Fore more details, click here  

Fore more details, click here  

Fore more details, click here  

https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=16384
https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=16386
https://www.usj.edu.lb/intranet/actu/pdf/16430_3997.pdf
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Events and initiatives2

Thursday, July 11, 2024

Belgian Ambassador Donates Prestigious Tapestries to USJ’s Bibliothèque Orientale (Oriental Library)

Monday, July 22, 2024

Signing of the Memorandum of Understanding for the Dr. Mazen Yazbeck Endowment Scholarship Fund 
between Amana Capital SAL and USJ

Wednesday, July 24, 2024

Dedication of Jalal Khoury’s Photographic Collection to the Bibliothèque Orientale (Oriental Library)

The Belgian Ambassador to Lebanon, Mr. Koen Vervaeke, 
Officer of the Order of the Crown, and his wife welcomed 
Dr. Joseph Rustom, Director of the Bibliothèque Orientale 
(Oriental Library - BO) of Saint Joseph University of Beirut 
(USJ), and Mrs. Cynthia-Maria Ghobril Andrea, Director of 
Fondation USJ, to the Belgian Residence. On this occasion, 
the Ambassador donated two exceptional tapestries to the 
BO. These significant gifts follow the Ambassador and his 
wife’s initial visit to the library in February, accompanied by 
Mrs. Mary Boghossian and her husband, Mr. Ghassan Salamé. 
During the visit, they discovered the Library’s exceptional 
collections of photographs, maps, books, and manuscripts. 

At the initiative of Mr. Karim Farra, Amana Capital SAL established 
an endowment scholarship fund in honor of the late Dr. Mazen 
Yazbeck (FGM, 1997). This fund will provide scholarships to financially 
disadvantaged students of FGM. 

As part of its ongoing acquisitions policy dedicated to preserving 
the history of theatre in Lebanon, the Bibliothèque Orientale (Oriental 
Library - BO) has welcomed the photographic archive of theatre figure, 
author, and director Jalal Khoury. This remarkable collection offers a 
unique window into the Lebanese theatre scene, tracing its evolution 
from its earliest days to the present. It also enriches the library’s 
photographic holdings and provides valuable resources for research, 
artistic exploration, and cultural dissemination. 

Fore more details, click here  

Fore more details, click here  

Fore more details, click here  

https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=17449
https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=17450
https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=17451
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Tuesday, July 30, 2024

Naming Ceremony of the Prof. Dolla Karam Sarkis Laboratory of Pathogens

September 2024

New Partnership Between USJ and Myriad Canada

Monday, September 23, 2024

Signing Ceremony for the “Daniele Bassoul De Picciotto” Scholarship Fund

The Innovation and Sports Campus (CIS) at Saint Joseph 
University of Beirut (USJ) hosted a heartfelt ceremony to mark 
the naming of the Pathogen Laboratory, now officially designated 
the Prof. Dolla Karam Sarkis Laboratory of Pathogens. A former 
Dean of the Faculty of Pharmacy, she passed away after a 
long battle with illness. Her husband, daughters, siblings, USJ 
officials, and many friends were present to share this moment 
of remembrance and pay tribute to her legacy. 

USJ and Myriad Canada have joined forces to support students and patients in financial need through projects 
run with USJ and its university medical center, HDF. Donations made through Myriad Canada qualify for a 
Canadian tax receipt, making it easier for friends and alumni in Canada to contribute. Myriad Canada, a charitable 
organization and member of the international Myriad Alliance, helps implement philanthropic projects worldwide. 
This partnership reflects USJ’s continued commitment to its educational and social mission and highlights the 
University’s ability to achieve meaningful impact with trusted partners, even amid challenges. 

Prof. Salim Daccache, SJ, Rector of USJ, and Mrs. 
De Picciotto, joined by her two daughters, signed 
a memorandum of understanding establishing 
the “Daniele Bassoul de Picciotto” subscription 
scholarship fund. The fund will fully finance three 
years of tuition for a deserving USJ PhD candidate 
specializing in artificial intelligence, machine learning, 
or data analysis. In addition, two final-year master’s 

students in psychology will receive scholarships covering 25% of their tuition, enabling them to pursue their 
research in a supportive environment that fosters innovation and scientific discovery.

 

Fore more details, click here  

Fore more details, click here  

Fore more details, click here  

https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=17452
https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=17453
https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=17454
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Wednesday, October 9, 2024 

USJ and Fondation Diane Sign a Memorandum of Understanding to Support USJ

Wednesday, October 9, 2024

Urgent Call for Solidarity: Support USJ in These Times of Crisis!

USJ and Fondation Diane have signed a memorandum of understanding to support education. The partnership 
emphasizes sustainable development and eco-citizenship, with Fondation Diane providing annual financial 
support to the University and its students over the next three years. Beyond funding and educational initiatives, 
Fondation Diane actively identifies promising green start-ups and offers them financial and operational support, 
helping these ventures grow and achieve their objectives. 

Fondation USJ and Hôtel-Dieu de France, the University Medical Center, amplified an urgent call for solidarity 
issued by Prof. Salim Daccache, SJ, Rector of USJ, in response to the war Lebanon was facing at the time. 
This appeal drew attention to the critical situation of more than 2,000 displaced students, families from South 
Lebanon, and patients across the hospital network. USJ alumni, partners, and friends were called upon to 
mobilize around three priority areas of support. Through this collective effort—and many others throughout its 
history—USJ reaffirmed its educational, social, and humanitarian mission, standing firmly with its community at 
the heart of a national crisis.

Fore more details, click here  

Fore more details, click here  

https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=17455
https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=15230
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Tuesday, October 22, 2024

Signing of the Memorandum of Understanding for the “Alicia and Anthony Abou Nader” Endowment 
Scholarship Fund

Thursday, October 31, 2024

USJ Celebrates 150 Years of the Bibliothèque Orientale (Oriental Library)

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Abou Nader and USJ signed a memorandum 
of understanding establishing the “Alicia and Anthony Abou 
Nader” endowment Scholarship Fund. This remarkable initiative 
reflects their vision of solidarity and unwavering commitment to 
USJ. Through this generosity, students will benefit from optimal 
conditions for learning, enabling them to realize their potential 
despite the challenges they face. 

Saint Joseph University of Beirut celebrated the 150th 
anniversary of its Bibliothèque Orientale (Oriental Library - BO). 
The celebration brought together Prof. Salim Daccache, SJ, 
Rector of USJ; Rev. Fr. Provincial Michael Zammit, SJ; Dr. Joseph 
Rustom, Director of the BO; Vice-Rectors, Deans, Directors, 
donors, researchers, and friends of the library. The ceremony 
reflected on the library’s remarkable history, showcased its 
invaluable collections, and honored all who contributed to 
its renown. The celebration also launched major initiatives, 
including the acquisition of the Levon Nordiguian photographic 

collection, and the reopening of the Jesuit Photography Museum, announced by photographer and archive 
advisor Gilbert Hage. Guests attended a screening of the 40-minute documentary La Bibliothèque Orientale: un 
patrimoine révélé, directed by Bahij Hojeij, exploring the library’s history and treasures. The event concluded with 
the donation of Hage’s photographic work L’Étiquette Bleue and a tour of the museum. 

Thursday, October 31, 2024

Signing of the Masri Excellence Scholarship Endowment Fund Agreement

Saint Joseph University of Beirut (USJ) hosted 
the signing ceremony for the Memorandum of 
Understanding establishing the “Masri Excellence 
Scholarship” Endowment Fund, held at the Rectorate. 
The scholarship fund will support two master’s 
students from the Faculty of Economics annually 
over a two-year period. Recipients will be selected 
based on academic merit and financial need, in close 
coordination with the University’s Financial Aid Office. This partnership between USJ and MASRI reflects a 
shared commitment to Jesuit education and Lebanon’s economic development.

 

Fore more details, click here  

Fore more details, click here  

Fore more details, click here  

https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=17458
https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=17459
https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=17460
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Friday, November 1, 2024

Antoine and Hasmig Abdul Massih Endowment Scholarship Fund Renewal

The “Antoine and Hasmig Abdul Massih” Endowment Scholarship 
Fund was renewed for an additional two years. It was established 
by their children, Jeanine, Claudine, and André, in honor of their 
parents, the fund supports students enrolled at the School of 
Architecture of Beirut (ESAR) and the Department of History and 
International Relations at USJ. Each year, recipients are selected 
based on academic excellence and social criteria, this includes two 
third-year students from ESAR and three master’s students from the 
History Department. 

Saturday, December 7, 2024

USJ Alumni Global Online Gathering

The USJ Alumni Global Online Gathering took place on December 7, 2024, 
under the theme “United for Our Legacy,” bringing together over 300 
alumni. Moderated by economist and journalist Mr. Albert Kostanian (FSE, 
2001), the event featured speeches by Prof. Christian Makary, President 
of the Federation of USJ Alumni Associations; Ms. Cynthia-Maria Ghobril 
Andrea, Director of Fondation USJ; and Mr. Nassib Nasr, General Director 
of the USJ-HDF hospital network. Panels included H.E. Abbas Halabi 
(FDSP, 1972), Minister of Education and Higher Education; Prof. Salim 
Daccache, SJ, Rector of USJ; and philanthropic alumni, including Mr. Samir 
Assaf (FSE, 1982), President of the Fondation USJ Board of Directors, Mr. 
Gilbert Ghostine (FGM, 1982), Dr. Anne-Marie Habib (FM, 1986) and 
Berge Setrakian, Esq. (FDSP, 1972), members of the Board. The event 
concluded with artistic performances by Hiba Tawaji (IESAV, 2013), DJ Rodge (IUT, 1994), and John Achkar 
(FSE, 2011), celebrating the engagement of alumni and their role in supporting USJ.

Monday, January 20, 2025

Signing Ceremony of the AXA MIDDLE EAST Endowment Scholarship Fund 

Saint Joseph University of Beirut (USJ) hosted the signing ceremony 
for the AXA MIDDLE EAST Endowment Scholarship Fund at the 
Rectorate. The agreement was signed between USJ, represented 
by its Rector, Prof. Salim Daccache, SJ, and AXA MIDDLE EAST, 
represented by CEO Mr. Roger Nasnas and Deputy CEO Mr. Joseph 
Nasnas. The ceremony was attended by Mrs. Cynthia-Maria Ghobril 
Andrea, Director of Fondation USJ, Vice-Rectors, Deans, Directors, and 
members of AXA’s executive committee. The Endowment Scholarship 
Fund will support students from the Faculty of Economics, USJ 

Business School, and the Higher Institute of Insurance Science, providing opportunities for academic growth 
and professional development.

Fore more details, click here  

Fore more details, click here  

Fore more details, click here  

https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=17461
https://www.alumniusj.org/fr/article/rencontre-mondiale-virtuelle-avec-les-alumni-de-l-usj-un-elan-d-unite-au-dela-des-150-ans/23/01/2025/1217
https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=17462
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Wednesday, April 23, 2025

Signing Ceremony of the Abdul Aziz Soueidan Endowment Scholarship Fund

Thursday, April 24, 2025

Donation of Michel Chiha’s Exceptional Archives to the Bibliothèque Orientale (Oriental Library - BO) 

Friday, May 23, 2025

Dalia and Ramzi Rishani Charitable Fund: Renewing a Legacy of Opportunity at USJ

The Michel Chiha Foundation donated the exceptional archives 
of Michel Chiha—one of the founding fathers of the Lebanese 
Constitution—to Saint Joseph University of Beirut and its 
Bibliothèque Orientale (Oriental Library - BO). The donation 
comprises a rich collection of handwritten notes, correspondence, 
original works, press articles, and other invaluable documents. 
These materials now enrich the collections of the BO, reaffirming 
the commitment to safeguarding a cornerstone of Lebanon’s 
historical and intellectual heritage. The archives will be preserved, 
digitized, and made accessible to support advanced research into 
Michel Chiha’s thought and legacy. 

For the second consecutive year, the Dalia and Ramzi Rishani 
Charitable Fund reaffirmed its commitment to empowering 
students at Saint Joseph University of Beirut (USJ). The renewal 
was formalized during a signing ceremony at the Rectorate, with 
USJ represented by Rector Prof. Salim Daccache, SJ, and the fund 
represented by Ms. Dalia Salaam Rishani. The ceremony brought 
together key figures in USJ’s leadership, including Prof. Carla 
Edde, Vice-Rector for International Relations, and Mr. Danny 

Maalouly, Director of Fundraising at Fondation USJ, alongside Youssef Rishani, son of Ms. Rishani, and the three 
students currently benefiting from the fund. Ms. Dalia Rishani praised USJ’s dedication to equal opportunity: “I 
am deeply moved by the absence of any form of discrimination.” 

The signing ceremony for the Abdul Aziz Soueidan Endowment 
Scholarship Fund took place at the Rectorate of Saint Joseph 
University of Beirut on April, Wednesday 23, 2025. The 
agreement was signed between USJ, represented by its Rector, 
Prof. Salim Daccache, SJ, and Dr. Nada Soueidan, in the presence 
of Mrs. Cynthia-Maria Ghobril Andrea, Director of Fondation 
USJ, along with the widow of the late Abdul Aziz Soueidan and 
their son, Dr. Shawkeh Soueidan. Dr. Nada Soueidan chose to 
contribute specifically to the “USJ 150 Years” campaign, at a 
time when the University is actively expanding its endowment 
fund to provide more scholarships to students and implement 

new strategic initiatives. The Soueidan family established this fund in memory of Abdul Aziz Soueidan, a man of 
integrity and compassion whose lifelong dedication to education and philanthropy left a lasting impact.  

Fore more details, click here  

Fore more details, click here  

Fore more details, click here  

https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=17463
https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=17464
https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=17465
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Friday, June 20, 2025

Visit of Archbishop Paul-Marwan Tabet to USJ: Dialogue, Recognition, and Friendship

The 2025 edition of the Béchara and 
Carmen Obegi Award for Creativity 
and Innovation celebrated student 
entrepreneurship across disciplines at USJ, 
on the University’s Innovation and Sports 
Campus. Organized by the Center for 
Competencies and Entrepreneurship (EC²), 
hosted by the Faculty of Economics, and held in collaboration with the Faculty’s Alumni Association, the event 
was sponsored by Banque BEMO. Nine student teams from a wide range of faculties, including Dental Medicine 
and Sciences to Business Management, Education, Physiotherapy, and Social Work showcased innovative 
solutions addressing pressing societal and market challenges. Following several weeks of mentorship and 
preparation, the finalists delivered presentations that demonstrated both creativity and strategic insight. The 
first prize, Vital, was awarded to Pamela Bou Fayssal (USJ Business School-Zahle and Beqaa Branch FGMZ) for a 
wellness juice brand focused on natural detox drinks with social impact. The event concluded with a networking 
cocktail, bringing together Dr. Riad Obegi, Prof Salim Daccache, SJ, USJ officials, jury members, representatives 
of the entrepreneurial ecosystem, and the finalist teams.

During his recent visit to Lebanon, His Excellency Archbishop Paul-Marwan Tabet, Maronite Bishop of Canada, 
was warmly welcomed at Saint Joseph University of Beirut on Friday, June 20, 2025 at the invitation of the 
Rector, Prof. Salim Daccache, SJ. The gathering brought together Fr. Salah Abou Jaoudeh, SJ, First Vice-Rector; 
Fr. François Boëdec, SJ, Vice-Rector; Prof. Fadi Geara, Vice-Rector for Administration; Prof. Toufic Rizk, Vice-
Rector for Academic Affairs; Prof. Nadine Riachi Haddad, Secretary-General of USJ; Fr. Jad Chebli, SJ, Chaplain 
General of USJ; Mrs. Cynthia Ghobril Andrea, Director of Fondation USJ; and Mr. Dany Maalouly, Director of 
Fundraising. As a mark of respect and recognition, Prof. Daccache presented Archbishop Tabet with a plaque 
featuring a Cocodus Insignus fossil from Byblos, dating back 90 million years, generously lent by the MIM 
Mineral Museum – Salim Eddé. 

Prizes3

Friday, June 20, 2025 

The 2025 Edition of the Obegi Award: Student Innovation at the Heart of USJ

Fore more details, click here  

Fore more details, click here  

https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=17466
https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=16510
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Despite the numerous challenges faced this year, LIFE proudly 
celebrated the achievements of 200 young beneficiaries of its 
scholarship program. The event, held at Beirut Digital District, 
marked their transition from academic life to professional 
careers and brought together mentors, partner institutions, 
and members of the LIFE network. Since its establishment in 
2009, LIFE has leveraged its extensive network to fund the 
tuition fees of many university students in Lebanon and abroad, 
supporting them across diverse fields of study. Beyond financial 
assistance, the program also offers mentorship and training 
sessions through the LIFE Academy. 

OUR PARTNERS4
Wednesday, June 25, 2025

LIFE Celebrates Its Graduates After a Challenging Year

Fore more details, click here  

https://lb.linkedin.com/school/usjliban/
https://www.facebook.com/usj.edu.lb/
https://www.instagram.com/usjliban/?hl=en
https://www.usj.edu.lb/fondationusj/
https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=16534
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INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS
Vice-Rectorate for International Relations: International 
Solidarity with Lebanon and USJ Continues with Both 
Longstanding and New Global Partners
USJ Receives Support from the Fonds des écoles d’Orient for the Third Consecutive Year

Since the 2022–2023 academic year, Saint Joseph University of Beirut (USJ) has benefited from significant 
financial support through the Fonds des écoles d’Orient, a joint initiative of the Ministry for Europe and Foreign 
Affairs, implemented via the Embassy of France in Lebanon and Œuvre d’Orient. In recognition of USJ’s public 
interest mission and in response to Lebanon’s ongoing economic and social challenges, this support has been 
renewed for the 2023–2024, 2024–2025, and 2025–2026 academic years. The funding is primarily intended to 
partially cover the dollarized tuition fees for students enrolled in French-language degree programs during these 
academic years. The aid is administered by the Vice-Rector for International Relations, in collaboration with the 
Financial Aid Office and the Faculty of Education.
Including the 2025–2026 academic year, total funding from the Fonds des écoles d’Orient has reached €1,047,000, 
complemented by €850,000 from the Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs (MEAE). Between 2022 and 2025, 
750 students, excluding PhD candidates, benefited from these study grants. In the 2024–2025 academic year 
alone, 154 students received financial aid, totaling €417,000 (€167,000 from the Fonds des écoles d’Orient and 
€250,000 from the MEAE).
In September 2025, during the visit to Lebanon of Msgr. Hugues de Woillemont, Director General of Œuvre 
d’Orient, the Vice-Rectorate, in collaboration with USJ teams, organized a meeting between former scholarship 
recipients and the visiting delegation. The delegation included Msgr. Pascal Gollnisch, former Director-General; 
Mr. Vincent Cayol, Director of Operations; Ms. Armelle Milcent, Director of Communication; and Mr. Vincent 
Gelot, Country Director for Lebanon–Syria. The meeting also brought together representatives of the Embassy of 
France in Lebanon, including H.E. Mr. Hervé Magro, Ambassador of France; Ms. Sabine Sciortino, Cultural Action 
and Cooperation Advisor and Director of the Institut français du Liban; and Ms. Laurence Cossart, Scientific and 
University Cooperation Attaché.

Agreement with the Catholic Academic Exchange Service (KAAD)
The Catholic Academic Exchange Service (KAAD) is a non-profit organization founded in Bonn in 1958. It supports 
students and young professionals from the Global South through scholarships, educational and networking 
activities, so that they can take on leadership roles in the social and cultural development of their countries.
Since 2015, KAAD has awarded master’s scholarships to students at USJ, particularly in programs offered by 
the Institute of Muslim-Christian Studies (IEIC) within the Faculty of Religious Studies. In autumn 2023, Nils 
Fischer, Head of KAAD’s Middle East Department, visited USJ, accompanied by Mrs. Roula Talhouk, Director of 
the IEIC; Mrs. Cynthia-Maria Ghobril Andrea, Director of Fondation USJ; and Mrs. Carla Edde, Vice-Rector for 
International Relations.
During the visit, KAAD proposed a memorandum of understanding to pay scholarship funds directly to USJ. 
In return, the University would offer tuition reductions to two groups: vulnerable Lebanese students and 
Palestinian or Syrian refugees studying in Lebanon.
By September 2024, nine USJ students were benefiting from KAAD scholarships, with six new scholars joining 
for the 2024–2025 academic year.
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RESEARCH
AT USJ

Since its founding in 1875, Saint Joseph University 
of Beirut (USJ) has upheld its mission of academic 
excellence, knowledge advancement, and service 
to society. Placing innovation and research at the 
heart of its mission, USJ empowers its scholars to 
make a global impact. The University drives progress 
across a wide range of disciplines, including medicine 
and health, sciences, engineering and technology, 
economics, management, banking and insurance, law 
and political science, as well as arts, humanities, and 
religious studies. 

In support of this mission, the Vice‑Rectorate 
for Research (VRR) drives strategic initiatives to 
strengthen research structures, enhance the visibility 
of scholarly publications, and reinforce institutional 
partnerships. In line with ACQUIN accreditation 
recommendations, USJ has launched a strategic 
reorganization of its research structures to strengthen 
coherence, collaboration, and impact. As part of this 
effort, comprehensive data were gathered on research 
structures, PhD‑qualified researchers, research 
focus areas, scientific publications, and supervised 
theses. A dedicated committee then developed a new 
organizational model and a unified set of statutes to 
harmonize research governance across the University. 
This enhanced framework, validated by the University 
Board under the leadership of the Rector, provides 
clear roles, standards, and procedures for research 
units. It is now being rolled out with hands‑on support 
across all campuses.

Meanwhile, USJ has launched its institutional portal, 
USJ Open Commons, hosted on ELSEVIER’s Digital 
Commons platform, to showcase and promote its 
scientific output. As a true digital gateway, the portal 
enhances the visibility of publications through search 
engine optimization, while providing secure hosting 
and advanced analytics tools. Several journals are 
already available online, and the gradual integration of 
all the University’s journals, publications, and theses is 
underway.

This effort is part of a broader initiative to boost the 
international reach and impact of USJ’s scientific 
journals. The International Arab Journal of Dentistry 
(IAJD) is now indexed in Scopus, marking a key 
milestone, while Regards and Proche-Orient Chrétien 
are preparing their submissions. To ensure success, 
the University has organized targeted meetings with 
editors-in-chief and editorial teams, in collaboration 
with ELSEVIER. 

To further support researchers and drive innovation, 
USJ has introduced new dedicated structures. The 
Office of Grants streamlines access to external funding 
and the submission of research projects, while the 
Technology Transfer Office (TTO), established through 
the Lebanon Innovate project, transforms scientific 
results into real-world impact and strengthens 
collaboration with the socio-economic sector. These 
efforts are reinforced by an updated intellectual 
property policy, providing a clear, unified framework 
to guide and accelerate research development across 
the University.

In 2024–2025, research at USJ gained renewed 
momentum, marked by a significant increase in scientific 
publications, particularly in Scopus-indexed journals. 
USJ has expanded its support for the humanities and 
social sciences while sustaining the steady growth of 
medical and technological disciplines. This balanced 
momentum reflects the University’s academic diversity 
and the societal impact of its research.

Finally, USJ continues to strengthen its partnerships 
and expand its international reach. In February 2025, 
the University held its first Strategic Research Board 
meeting online as part of the international One 
Sustainable Health project, which it leads in the Middle 
East. These initiatives reinforce USJ’s position as a hub 
of research, innovation, and international cooperation.

Saint Joseph University of Beirut: 
Continuous Innovation and Research 
Development
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Research Funding 
Awarded by the 
Research Board in 
2024–2025

37

9

14

Research Projects

PhD Scholarships

Research Projects 
Supported by a PhD 
Scholarship

$1,364,348 
in Research Funding

Key Research Figures at USJ
in 2024 – 2025

544

988 

68% of publications in international 
collaboration

publications between 
2024 and 2025 (Scopus) 

tenured instructors-
researchers

PhD dissertations defended 

collaborative institutions
(Scopus)2,193

1

1

5

tissue bank

technology pole: 
Health Technology Pole (PTS)

doctoral schools

research structures:
19 centers
15 laboratories
5 chairs
2 observatories

41

72

16th “Research Days” at USJ Awards and Distinctions
On June 12 and 13, 2025 USJ held the 16th edition 
of its Research Days, as part of the celebrations 
marking USJ’s 150th anniversary, under the theme 
“150 Years of Innovation: Research at USJ in 
Service of Lebanon.” The event brought together 
researchers and international experts, and featured 
high-level scientific sessions, a roundtable on the 
future of humanity, and keynote contributions by 
USJ alumni who have made a significant impact in 
their fields. The event also included the presentation 
of the “Distinguished Researcher” award in three 
categories “Emerging Talent,” “Outstanding Career,” 
and “Rector’s Distinctions.”

• �World’s Top 2% Scientists (2024 – Stanford 
University): Prof. Hadi Kanaan, Prof. Walid Ammar, 
and Prof. Ghassan Yared

• �AUF Dolla Karam Sarkis Award: Dr. Alain Chebli 
and Dr. Rania Kassir

• �Chair of the Jury for the L’Oréal-UNESCO - For 
Women in Science: Prof. Marie Abboud Mehanna

• �IRALEB Award – LIRA18 Program: Dr. Dominique 
Salameh and Chris Elmir’s team; and Dr. Jihane 
Rahbani, Prof. Hadi Kanaan, and Rayan Hijazi’s team

• �Distinguished Researcher Award - 16th edition of 
USJ Research Days:
- Emerging Talent Award: Prof. André El Khoury
- �Outstanding Career Award: Prof. David Atallah, Prof. 

Mireille Kallassy Awad, and Prof. Nassim Fares
- �Rector’s Distinction Award: Prof. Marianne Abi 

Fadel and Prof. Jad Hatem 
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Fondation USJ champions the projects of the Bibliothèque 
Orientale (Oriental Library), USJ Choir, and Monnot Theater.

﻿FONDATION USJ: PARTNER 
IN CULTURAL AND ARTISTIC 
INITIATIVES

Bibliothèque Orientale (Oriental Library)
The Bibliothèque Orientale (Oriental Library - BO) stands as a guardian 
of Lebanon’s cultural memory, committed to preserving the nation’s rich 
heritage for generations to come. Its recent acquisitions underscore this 
mission: the Diran Agémian collection, with over 2,800 original drawings, 
captures Lebanon’s artistic, political, and cultural landscapes of the 20th 
century with unmatched depth and nuance. Meanwhile, the archival 
collection of Michel Chiha, renowned politician, writer, and journalist, 
offers scholars an invaluable window into the country’s political and economic history. The library’s dedication 
extends to its exceptional cartography holdings: 4,110 maps that rank among the most extensive in the Middle 
East. By preserving and providing access to this unique collection, the library fosters academic inquiry and 
scientific research, ensuring that Lebanon’s cartographic heritage continues to inform and inspire.

You can help protect and share this heritage. Support the BO’s preservation and research projects today. 

Fore more details, click here  

https://www.usj.edu.lb/idonate/?lang=2
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Monnot Theater
2025 marks a milestone year for the Monnot Theater, 
opening a bold new chapter and setting a visionary 
path for the next five years. Under the inspired 
leadership of Josyane Boulos, in partnership with 
Fondation USJ, the theater is embracing a future where 
creativity, innovation, and community engagement 
come together to shape Lebanon’s cultural landscape.

Central to this vision is our youngest audience. 
Through the Vision 2025–2030 initiative, led by 
Josyane Boulos, Artistic and Administrative Director 
of Monnot; Cynthia-Maria Ghobril Andrea, Director 
of Fondation USJ; and Anna Khazen Choueifaty, 
member of the theater’s advisory committee, children 
aged 1–4 are experiencing specially designed 
25-minute performances and concerts. These playful
moments invite families to share in the joy of the
arts and plant the seeds of a lifelong love for culture.
Monnot is also celebrating excellence on its stage.
The newly launched Monnot Awards honor the finest
productions and performances each year, recognizing
local talent and reinforcing the theatre’s role as a
cornerstone of Lebanon’s cultural life. Complementing this, the introduction of audio description ensures that
blind and visually impaired audiences can fully experience the magic of performance, making the theatre a truly
inclusive space.

Through nurturing young audiences, celebrating artistic achievement, and championing accessibility, Monnot 
continues to shine as a theatre that is vibrant, welcoming, and deeply human.

Support our vision and help Monnot continue to inspire here: 

 
      
     
   

     
   
  

 
    









Click here  

Click here

https://www.usj.edu.lb/idonate/index.php?campaign=CULT&inst=542#form-donate
https://www.usj.edu.lb/idonate/index.php?campaign=CULT&inst=51#form-donate
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THREE QUESTIONS,
Prof. Christian Makary

Christian Makary’s tenure as President of the Federation of USJ Alumni Associations 
has come to an end, after years of tireless dedication that profoundly shaped the alumni 
community.
His influence extended far beyond his formal duties, serving as a steadfast companion, 
a devoted friend to alumni, and a reliable ally of both the University and Fondation USJ.
Through his enthusiasm, attentiveness, and inclusive vision, he united alumni, nurtured 
meaningful relationships, and deepened their sense of belonging to their Alma Mater.
We asked Prof. Makary three questions that reveal the dedication, insight, and vision 
behind his remarkable contributions, leaving a legacy that continues to inspire.

1. �What values or experiences from your USJ student years guided your choices and shaped your approach as 
President? 

Studying at the Faculty of Dental Medicine at USJ during a particularly challenging period left a lasting impression 
on me, as I witnessed the University’s remarkable resilience in fulfilling its academic and national mission despite 
immense obstacles. That experience shaped my commitment to academic excellence, professional integrity, and 
civic responsibility. I carried these values into the Federation of USJ Alumni Associations, dedicating myself to 
fostering alumni solidarity, encouraging civic engagement, and creating social initiatives that strengthen our 
network and promote collective action for the good of Lebanon.

2. Which alumni project or initiative you led are you most proud of?

During my tenure, several initiatives were launched to strengthen alumni engagement, deepen their sense 
of belonging, and expand the network, particularly at the international level. Among them, the creation of 
AlumniUSJ.org, developed in partnership with the University, marked a major milestone by providing a digital 
platform that connects alumni, facilitates opportunity-sharing, and offers services that sustain strong ties across 
the network. This platform has since transformed communication with the alumni community.

3. How would you describe your collaboration with the USJ Foundation?

The collaboration with Fondation USJ is built on a strategic and complementary synergy that brings together 
human engagement and material resources in support of the University and its students. While the Federation 
mobilizes the alumni network, nurtures a sense of belonging, and encourages engagement, Fondation USJ 
provides the financial and structural means to turn this collective energy into sustainable projects. Together, 
we have supported scholarship funding initiatives and organized fundraising events in Lebanon and abroad, 
strengthening USJ’s academic mission.

The Federation of USJ Alumni Associations Elects a New President

The General Assembly of the Federation of USJ Alumni Associations convened at 
the Maison de l’Ancien on the Charles Corm Campus and elected H.E. Mr. Abbas El 
Halabi, former Minister of Education and Higher Education, as its new president 
for a three-year term. A magistrate and legal advisor, Mr. El Halabi also serves as 
Vice President of USJ’s Board of Trustees and President of the Alumni Association 
of the Faculty of Law and Political Science and the Faculty of Economics. He 
graduated from USJ’s Faculty of Law and Political Science in 1972, earning both 
Lebanese and French law degrees.

Fore more details, click here  

https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=17468
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CELEBRATING THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS OF FONDATION USJ

It is with great joy and pride that we learned that Mr. Joe Saddi, 
President of the Board of Trustees of Saint Joseph University 
of Beirut (USJ), has been appointed Minister of Energy and 
Water in the new cabinet. USJ expresses its sincere gratitude 
to Mr. Joe Saddi for his invaluable contributions and extends its 
warmest congratulations and best wishes for success in his new 
role as he faces the challenges ahead. 

Fondation USJ proudly announces that Mr. Varouj Nerguizian, a member of its 
Board of Trustees and alumnus of the Faculty of Economics (Class of 1976) at 
Saint Joseph University of Beirut, has been appointed Financial Advisor to the 
President of the Republic of Lebanon, Mr. Joseph Aoun. His appointment reflects 
the nation’s confidence in his expertise and embodies the values of excellence, 
integrity, and civic responsibility of USJ.

On May 23, 2025, during a meeting at the Élysée Palace, Prof. Salim 
Daccache, SJ, represented by Mr. Samir Assaf, President of the Board of 
Directors of Fondation USJ and member of the USJ Board of Trustees, paid 
tribute to French President Emmanuel Macron with a special edition of the 
commemorative book Heritage: 150 Years of Legacy and Excellence, as part 
of the University’s 150th anniversary celebration.  

February 2025

Joe Saddi, President of the USJ Board of Trustees, Appointed Minister of Energy and Water

January 2025

USJ Board Member and Alumnus Varouj Nerguizian Appointed Financial Advisor to the President of Lebanon

May 2025

USJ Honors French President Emmanuel Macron with Special Tribute

TRIBUTE

NOMINATIONS

Fore more details, click here  

Fore more details, click here  

Fore more details, click here  

https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=17467
https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=15764
https://www.usj.edu.lb/news.php?id=16480


Driven by generosity 
Their support gives us the strength to move forward with determination, 
even in the face of adversity. 
This generosity fuels our commitment to shaping a brighter future for our 
students.

DONOR
TESTIMONIALS

ROGER NASNAS
As a graduate of Saint Joseph University of Beirut and an active member of 
the Fondation USJ Committee, my commitment to USJ is both personal and 
firmly grounded in conviction. This University was instrumental in shaping 
my academic trajectory and instilling the principles of rigor, integrity, and 
responsibility that continue to define my professional approach. Today, 
USJ remains a critical platform for empowering Lebanese youth to develop 
their potential and build sustainable futures. Our focus is on strengthening 
access to education by supporting high-potential students facing financial 
constraints, ensuring that talent, not circumstance, determines opportunity. 
Education is the most durable driver of progress, and investing in young 

people remains the most strategic investment we can make in Lebanon’s long-term stability and growth.

Our engagement in education is driven by a strong belief in its power to transform individuals and, through them, 
society as a whole. This vision is fully aligned with AXA Middle East’s approach to social responsibility, which 
places sustainable impact at the heart of its mission. Supporting education is, for us, a tangible commitment to 
foster a more resilient, equitable, and forward-looking society.

Beyond financial assistance, our objective is to signal trust and shared responsibility. This support is a clear 
acknowledgment of their potential and a reminder that they have guidance along the way. We hope it inspires 
them to embrace and extend a culture of solidarity and engagement throughout their personal and professional 
lives.

I am honored to serve on the Board of Directors of Fondation USJ, whose mission is to advance innovation, 
support entrepreneurship, strengthen collaboration among students, instructors, and society, and foster a 
culture of philanthropy within the University community. Our partnership with Fondation USJ reflects a shared 
commitment to professionalism, transparency, and long-term impact, in alignment with both the University’s 
values and those of our organization.
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YOUSSEF DIB
I am pleased to see this initiative strengthen the partnership between 
Fondation USJ and the Fondation Boutros et Lily Dib pour le Vivre-ensemble. 
Education is the foundation of human development: it opens doors, breaks 
down barriers, addresses inequality, and enables individuals to realize their 
full potential, regardless of their background. I have long believed that 
investing in young people—particularly in fragile or evolving contexts—is an 
investment in a fairer, more innovative future.

In Lebanon, where economic and social challenges are profound, supporting 
education provides both hope and a pathway to sustainable development. 
Saint Joseph University was a natural partner for this effort. This institution 

combines a tradition of academic excellence with humanist values that are deeply important to my family. USJ 
prepares students to think critically, engage with society, and pursue ambitious projects even in times of crisis. 
By supporting these students, we seek to sustain a dynamic where intellectual rigor is coupled with a strong 
commitment to service.

Looking forward, the Fondation Boutros et Lily Dib intends to expand the scholarship program to reach more 
students, particularly those from underserved regions or backgrounds. The goal is to create a virtuous cycle: 
more scholarships cultivate more talent, drive greater innovation, and generate lasting positive impact across 
Lebanese society. We also aim to enhance mentorship and support for scholarship recipients, helping them 
thrive and, in turn, become leaders and agents of change.

To the students: this scholarship represents a vote of confidence in your potential. Your success is shared with 
us, and it carries a responsibility—to give back and extend the support you have received. Education is not only 
a tool against injustice but a foundation for building a better future.

Our collaboration with Fondation USJ is defined by shared vision and purpose. The professionalism, transparency, 
and unwavering commitment of USJ and its Foundation to students and to Lebanon make this partnership both 
meaningful and impactful. Together, we are translating ideas into action for the benefit of young people, the 
Institution, and the country as a whole.

39
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Learning. Growing. Belonging.

Denise Abou Khater
Third-year Bachelor of Engineering in Computer and Communications Engineering -  School of Engineering of 
Beirut (ESIB)

Throughout my studies, USJ and the Financial Aid Office provided 
the stability and support I needed to succeed. Financial aid from the 
University made it possible for me to stay focused, motivated, and fully 
engaged in my academic work. The external scholarships I later received 
were also a reflection of the credibility of USJ and the high standard of 
its students. I am grateful for this support and hope to one day offer the 
same opportunity to others.

Anonymous Recipient
School of Social Work (ESTS) - Faculty of Humanities Ramez G. Chagoury (FLSH)

I am currently studying social work at the School of Social Work (ESTS) at USJ, and receiving this scholarship 
reshaped my academic journey. Covering more than half of my tuition had been a constant source of stress. 
Without this support, I would likely have had to work full time, which would have made it difficult to continue 
my studies and put my long-term goals at risk. I am deeply grateful to the donors whose generosity made this 
possible. Their support goes beyond financial relief—it brings reassurance, stability, and the motivation to keep 
moving forward. Knowing that USJ and its community believe in us fosters a strong sense of belonging and 
inspires us to strive for excellence. I hope to one day give back by supporting other students—through financial 
assistance, professional opportunities, or mentorship—because I know firsthand how transformative timely 
support can be.

Angelina Rizkallah
Second-year student – Faculty of Medicine (FM) 

I am profoundly grateful to the USJ Financial Aid Office for their support. 
Without their assistance, continuing my medical studies would have been 
extremely challenging, particularly given the medical difficulties that 
worsened my financial situation. This scholarship has made it possible for 
me to pursue a lifelong dream, and I will always cherish the opportunity it 
has given me. I am eager to give back to the community through medicine 
and make a meaningful impact in the future.

ONCE STUDENTS, ALWAYS ALUMNI
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
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Anonymous Recipient
Third-year Electrical Engineering student – School of Engineering of Beirut (ESIB)

Receiving this scholarship allowed me to pursue my Electrical Engineering studies at ESIB without the burden 
of financial stress. Without this support, I would have had to balance work alongside my studies, which could 
have limited my ability to fully dedicate myself to learning. I am deeply grateful to the donors whose generosity 
not only eased my financial burden but also gave me the freedom to focus on my growth as a student and as 
a member of the USJ community. This support has strengthened my sense of belonging to the University and 
inspired me to become more involved in academic and student life. One day, I hope to give back to USJ through 
mentorship, guidance, or support for future students, just as it has generously invested in me.

Anonymous Recipient
Third-year student – Institute of Psychomotor Therapy (IPM) - Faculty of Medicine (FM)

Receiving this scholarship has been a turning point in my journey at the Institute of Psychomotor Therapy at 
USJ. It lifted the financial pressures that could have made continuing my studies extremely difficult, allowing me 
to focus on learning, personal growth, and pursuing my dreams. This support opened doors I once thought were 
closed, and I am deeply grateful to the donors who made it possible. Beyond financial relief, the scholarship 
strengthened my sense of belonging to the University community and inspired me to engage fully in my studies. 
It has reinforced my determination to succeed and my desire to give back. In the future, I hope to support other 
students through mentorship or financial assistance, just as this scholarship has empowered me to follow my 
path.

Adel Anaissy
Third-year student – Faculty of Economics (FSE)

Receiving a scholarship from USJ this year has been truly transformative. 
It has allowed me to focus fully on my studies, pursue excellence, and 
dream without limits. This support is more than generosity, it is a mark 
of confidence, a responsibility to honor, and a powerful reminder that 
people still believe in the potential of Lebanese youth. I am profoundly 
grateful for this gesture of hope and support.



42

•	Boghossian Foundation
•	Bustros Nabil (Midis Group) *
•	Dar Al Handasa Consultants (Shair 

and Partners)
•	Eddé Salim
•	Health Partners International of 

Canada (HPIC)

•	Life Generation Ltd
•	Manoukian Raffy
•	Murex S.A.S. (France) and Murex 

Services S.A.L. (Lebanon)
•	Nohra Antoine
•	PSSM France

•	Salem Philippe
•	Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani
•	The Alexis & Anne-Marie Habib 

Foundation
•	USJ Alumni Canada

The following donors made contributions between July 1, 2024, and June 30, 2025 
*Alumnus

Should you notice any errors despite our diligence, please accept our apologies and kindly inform us.

•	Abdelnour Alex*
•	Abdul Massih Claudine, Jeanine and 

André *
•	Abi Aad Tarek*
•	Abi Nader Abla*
•	Abi Nader Noël
•	Abi Saab Danielle
•	Abiad Nisrine*
•	Abou Ali Gamal
•	Abou Charaf Nabil*
•	Abou Ghantous Malek Rana*
•	Abou Jaoudé Falah*
•	Abou Nader Alicia and Anthony
•	Abou Sleiman Camille*
•	Aishti Sal
•	Ajialouna – Tomooh
•	Akhdar Hussein*
•	Al Khalil Christine*

•	Al Remesh Ahmad
•	Alam Gemayel Fadia*
•	Alvarez Giannella and Wilson 

Andrew
•	American Lebanese Medical 

Association (ALMA)
•	Andraos Georges
•	Antoine Kareh
•	Aouad Marc*
•	Aoun Joseph
•	Aoun Khattar*
•	Apostolides Christine*
•	Aramouni Philippe, Michel and Carla
•	Arida Jamil*
•	Asmar Samia*
•	Assaf Samir and Tania*
•	Asseily Joumana
•	Association Azm W Saade

•	Association Liban Avenir Meilleur 
(ALAM)

•	Assouad Amine*
•	Atallah Fouad*
•	Audi Christiane
•	AXA Middle East *
•	Babikian Anita
•	Badr Samer
•	Bailey Doug and Caroline
•	Baldo Hala*
•	Banque Bemo
•	Bassil Francois
•	Bassoul de Picciotto Daniele
•	Behrens Nina
•	Beirut Art Film Festival (BAFF) *
•	Beit El Baraka
•	Benta Pharma Industries
•	Berbari Elie and Lteif Aida

Our generous donors for the 2024-2025 academic year
Unlocking Impact
Our Generous Donors for the 2024–2025 Academic Year
To our benefactors, and generous local and international donors: your unwavering 
commitment and loyalty are truly invaluable to us.

Once again, we extend our deepest gratitude to all of you! 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE MAJOR DONORS 
OF USJ AND HDF FOR THEIR CONTINUOUS 
SUPPORT AND SOLIDARITY!
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•	Blackbaud
•	BOB Finance
•	Boorady Karine
•	Bou Chabké Fida*
•	Bou Dagher Kharrat Magda*
•	Boulos Naji*
•	Boutros Saab Céline*
•	Brands For Less (BFL Group)
•	Burgundy
•	CAN International
•	Centre de la jeunesse catholique
•	Chahine Joseph
•	Chakib Cortbaoui Wadih*
•	Chalhoub Walid*
•	Chammas Kareh Carol
•	Chammas Maroun*
•	Chaoui Zafer and Tonia*
•	Chaptini Elias
•	Charities Aid Foundation America 

– CFA
•	Chawy Guillard Berthe*
•	Chebib Émile*
•	Chidiac Jean
•	Chucrallah Joëlle
•	City Stationary Group
•	Clough Catherine
•	CMA CGM *
•	Coorey Nada
•	Cornejo Jorge Ibañez
•	Cortbaoui Wassim*
•	Daberko Laura
•	Daher Rami*
•	Daher Tony
•	De Riedmatten Henri Marc
•	Debs Habib
•	Delifer Laurent
•	Denha Kevin
•	Dental Group Bahri
•	Dickan Anna
•	Donors through Father Charbel 

Khachan
•	Doumet Béatrice
•	Doumit Gilbert*
•	El Abiad Firas*
•	El Achy Rock*
•	El Ghawi Charbel*
•	El Hachem Marwan*
•	El Hawly Raymond
•	El Hayek Elie and Hélène*
•	El Hélou Jeanine*
•	El Hokayem Jihad
•	El Kalaani Nabil
•	El Khouri Mariam
•	El Khoury Catherine

•	Elias Rabih
•	Embassy of Switzerland
•	Entreprise Hakimé *
•	Esber Natacha*
•	ESIAM Alumni Association *
•	Fadel Antoine*
•	Fadel Mike*
•	Fahd Joe*
•	Fakhouri Jihad*
•	Fakhreddine Yamen*
•	Family Fund Hajjar
•	Fares Rabee*
•	Farhat Eddy*
•	Farhat Farah*
•	Féghaly Maha, Fady and Nagy *
•	Féghaly Richard and Aline*
•	Ferran Christiane
•	Fondation Boutros et Lily Dib pour 

le Vivre-ensemble *
•	Fondation Diane
•	Fondation Saint-Irénée
•	Friends of Professor Elie Aramouni *
•	Geara Fadi*
•	Gellad Fouad*
•	Gemayel Freres S.A.L *
•	Gemayel Joseph*
•	General Atlantic Foundation
•	Germinario Vito
•	Ghaddar Aziz*
•	Ghafari Properties LLC
•	Ghobril Andrea Cynthia-Maria*
•	Ghorayeb Salim*
•	Ghostine Gilbert and Roula*
•	Global Builders
•	Gontier Claudine
•	Hadchity Juliano
•	Haddad Assaad*
•	Haddad Camille*
•	Haddad Fadi
•	Haddad Fouad*
•	Haddad George and Fida*
•	Haddad Nadim and Christine
•	Haddad Pauline
•	Hajjar Ghorayeb Diane*
•	Hajjar Toni*
•	Hakim Pierre and Angela
•	Hakim Randa*
•	Hamdan Ahmad Alan*
•	Hanania Ziad and El Kara Ihsan*
•	Hanna Lahoud Foundation
•	Harf Mark
•	Hatem Rita*
•	Hayek Khoury Carol *
•	Head Brian

•	Hélou Yasmine
•	Hsia Kyla Martina
•	 ILE Alumni Association*
•	 Impact Lebanon Charity *
•	 Ingman Mat
•	 Isha
•	Jabbour Pascal*
•	Jabre Philippe*
•	Jahel Nelly
•	Jazra Cherif*
•	Kaloustian Hrant*
•	Kanaan Elias and Rania
•	Kanaan Maria*
•	Kareh Antoine*
•	Karman Micheal
•	Kazan Jad*
•	Kelna Ayleh
•	Kerdraon Anne-Solen*
•	Khair Badawi Marie-Thérèse*
•	Khalifeh Jade*
•	Khalifeh Reem
•	Khalil Masri and Sons
•	Khalil Youssef
•	Khattar Anthony*
•	Khawand Raymond and Rima
•	Khoury Atallah Yolla*
•	Khoury Élise*
•	Khoury Fouad*
•	Kids Artist
•	Klink Ramzi*
•	Koullouna Ahel
•	Kreichati Gaby*
•	L’émir Dandan Wissam
•	L’OEuvre d’Orient
•	Lacaze Jean-Philippe
•	Lattouf Raed and Nisrine*
•	Lebanese Army
•	Lerch Dominique and Anne
•	LGV Group LLC
•	Lions Club International – Mount 

Lebanon Green
•	Lovstrom Monica
•	Lupton Victoria
•	Maatouk Abou Chalala Jacqueline
•	Mahmoud Abbas Foundation
•	Makary Marc*
•	Malek Charles*
•	Mallat Hiam*
•	Margossian Albert Jonathan
•	Martin Philippe
•	Massoud Alexandre
•	Massoud Philippe
•	Mathieu Charles Benjamin
•	Matta Elie
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•	Matta Michel
•	Médecins Sans Frontières
•	Mehanna Raja
•	Mehanna Zogheib Carina*
•	Merhi Chadi*
•	Mersaco *
•	Mezher Dany*
•	Mezher Family
•	Michaelangello Luna
•	Michel Ghazal Foundation*
•	Middle East Airlines
•	Ministry of Public Health
•	Missak Yeghiayan Rosita*
•	Mitra Martin
•	Mneimneh Nada 
•	Moawad Anthony
•	Mokbel Robert
•	Mouawad Ziad
•	Moubarak Nakhlé
•	Mouhanna Karroum Pauline*
•	Moulinier Véronique
•	Mourad Jean-Claude*
•	Moustafa Mouhammad*
•	Moutran Jihad*
•	Muqattash George
•	Nabhane Hatem Rita*
•	Nader Francois and Micheline*
•	Naffah Paul and Moira*
•	Nahhas Philippe
•	Naim Adolph Antoun*
•	Nammour Bechara*
•	Nasnas Roger*
•	Nasrallah Bassam*
•	Nassar Michel*
•	Nassif Walid
•	National Philanthropic Trust
•	Natour Mazen
•	Nerguizian Varouj*
•	Noujaim Yolla*
•	Oris Dental s.a.l
•	Pepin Gregory
•	Philippe Jabre Association 
•	Philips Joseph
•	Pirrone Pasquale
•	Pontifical Missionary Union (PUM)
•	Prevosti Louis
•	Promedic
•	QATAR SITE AND POWER – Jihad 

Abi Saleh *
•	Rbeiz Michel and Sharon
•	Région Ile de France
•	Rizk Habib*
•	Rizk Leila*
•	Roche Lebanon Sarl

•	Rotary Club Beirut
•	Rouhana Charbel*
•	Ruwwad Al Tanmeya
•	Saad Tarek
•	Saadallah and Loubna Khalil 

Foundation
•	Sacy Jean-Paul*
•	Sader Féghali Lina*
•	Salameh Jihad and Carla*
•	Salem Georges
•	Salha Youssef*
•	Salwan Noel
•	Samaha May*
•	Sayah Joseph
•	Sehnaoui Maurice
•	Services Rapides – Technique 

Dentaire
•	Setrakian Berge*
•	Sfeir Maalouli Patricia *
•	Shadeed Baheeg and Carolyn
•	Shaheen Tomah
•	SNB of Sterling Heights LLC
•	Société d’Oxygène et d’Acétylène 

du Liban SAL *
•	Société Elie Mina Dental Middle 

East Supplier
•	Soeurs Auxiliatrices – Province de 

France
•	Sogelec *
•	Soueidan Shawke
•	Soughayar Sami and Leila*
•	Sovereign Order of Malta
•	Stichting Nunc
•	Stith Mary Lynn
•	Tabet Bechara
•	Tabry Imad*
•	Tajgardoun Iraj
•	Takreem Foundation
•	Tamari Foundation
•	Tarraf Foundation
•	Tassinari Fabienne Micol
•	Tawk Brigitte
•	The Alaywan Family Foundation 

(AFF)
•	The Family of Elisa Naccache Baz *
•	The Semaan Foundation
•	The State of Qatar
•	Theokaris Rami*
•	Tinawi Simone and Dany
•	Tinol Paints International Co sal
•	Tohmé Carine and Georges*
•	Tomah Shaheen
•	Torbey Rami*
•	Touma Joe*
•	Traboulsi Georges*

•	USJ Abu Dhabi Alumni Association*
•	Victoria & Samir Chaghouri 

Foundation
•	Viridis Investment Fund Holding 

S.A.L
•	Waked Alain
•	Wakim Antoine and Marie-Thérèse
•	Wonderlust Production
•	Yared Elie Henri*
•	YASA, PhamCare and BabyBuzz
•	Yazbeck Elie*
•	Yazbeck Mary*
•	Yazigi Nada
•	Yazigi Shasa
•	Yeterian Charles*
•	Youssef Mayssam*
•	Zaarour Bernard
•	Zahar Nadine
•	Zakat Fund in Lebanon
•	Zgheib & Tyan Law Firm *
•	Zogheib Carla*
•	Society for Scientific Specialization 

and Guidance
•	 من حقي الحياة



Fondation USJ – Impact Report 2024-2025

45

YOUR IMPACT, THEIR FUTURE: 
INVEST IN EDUCATION

INVEST IN HEALTH

YOUR GENEROSITY
MAKES A DIFFERENCE

YOUR TRUST
DRIVES US FORWARD

YOUR SOLIDARITY
FUELS OUR STRENGTH

WITH OUR DEEPEST
GRATITUDE!

EXPLORE OUR
PREVIOUS PUBLICATIONS

Click here to visit our website for the latest news and updates
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https://www.usj.edu.lb/newsletter/inst/index.php?newsletter_num=11&inst_id=500
https://www.usj.edu.lb/fondationusj/pdf/rapport-en2324.pdf
https://www.usj.edu.lb/fondationusj/?lang=2
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Every donation counts! 
Thank you for your solidarity and generosity!

Contact us to learn more about our initiatives, propose a project, 
or meet the Fondation USJ team.

BANK DETAILS
Donations Beneficiary: Saint Joseph University of Beirut | Bank: Bank Audi SAL
by bank transfer Agency: Achrafieh Corporate, Centre Sofil, Beyrouth, Liban | Swift Code: AUDBLBBX
 LBP: Account Number: 000871580156 | Code IBAN: LB13 0056 0000 0000 0008 7158 0156
 USD: Account Number: 000871580124 | Code IBAN: LB04 0056 0000 0000 0008 7158 0124
 EUROS: Account Number: 000871580123 | Code IBAN: LB31 0056 0000 0000 0008 7158 0123
Cash donations   Address: Fondation USJ, Saint Joseph University of Beirut – Rectorate, Damascus Road, Beirut, Lebanon

LEBANON

Donations Beneficiary: Bureau Administratif de l’USJB | Bank: Crédit Industriel et Commercial
by bank transfer Agency: CIC PARIS BAC, 2 Boulevard Raspail 75007, Paris, France
 Euros: Swift Code: CMCIFRPP | Code IBAN: FR76 3006 6100 4100 0105 7670 146 
 Beneficiary: Saint Joseph University of Beirut | Bank: Europe Arab Bank | swift Code: ARABFRPP
 Euros: Account Number: 00709173345 | Code IBAN: FR76 1797 9000 0100 7091 7334 540
 USD: Account Number : 00709173301| Code IBAN: FR76 1797 9000 0100 7091 7330 175
 Tax deductible
 Beneficiary: Fondation OMCFAA | Bank: Crédit Industriel et Commercial | Swift Code: CMCIFRPP
 Code IBAN: FR76 3006 6100 4100 0105 6021 146
Donations by Tax deductible
cheque or cash  Payable to: Œuvre des Missions Catholiques Françaises d’Asie et d’Afrique (OMCFAA)
donations Address: Université Saint-Joseph de Beyrouth, Bureau Administratif de Paris, 42 Rue de Grenelle,   
 75343 Paris Cedex 07, France 

FRANCE

Thank you for informing us by email at 
fondationusj@usj.edu.lb after making your 
donation.

Donations  Tax deductible 501(c)(3)
by bank transfer Beneficiary: Saint Joseph University Foundation Beirut Inc. | Bank: Bank of America
 Routing: 011000138 | Account Number: 004666725259
Donations  Tax deductible 501(c)(3)
by cheque Payable to: Saint Joseph University Foundation Beirut Inc.
 Address: 555 Turnpike Street, Suite 55, North Andover, MA 01845, USA

UNITED STATES

For your online donations

SWITZERLAND
Tax deductible
Beneficiary: Association Liban Avenir Meilleur (ALAM) | Bank: UBS Genève |
Swift Code: UBSWCHZH80A
Swiss Francs: Code IBAN: CH85 0021 5215 1042 7301 K | Account Number: 215-104273.01K
USD: Code IBAN: CH80 0021 5215 1042 7360 U | Account Number: 215-104273.60U

Donations 
by bank transfer

Donations 
by bank transfer

Donations 
by bank transfer

CANADA

Tax deductible – via Myriad Canada
The Myriad Canada Foundation and Fondation USJ are partnering to support two key initiatives:
Support for USJ students and care for HDF patients. You can contribute to one or both projects by 
making a donation.
For transfer instructions, please contact Caroline Chaulet at:
caroline@myriadcanada.org or +1 438-300-8122.

Tax deductible – via Myriad Canada
The Myriad Canada Foundation and Fondation USJ are partnering to support two key initiatives.
You can contribute by making a donation using the following instructions:

• Please make your cheque payable to the Myriad Canada Foundation.
• To ensure your donation is directed correctly, write “Projet D510 – Santé USJ” or “Projet C510 –
   Soutien Étudiants USJ” in the memo line.
• Mail your cheque to: Myriad Canada Foundation, 1 Place Ville Marie, Suite 1670, Montreal, QC, H3B
   2B6 – CANADA.

HOW TO SUPPORT US



47

Fondation USJ – Impact Report 2024-2025

“…Ten years ago, Fondation USJ was born. It provided the University with a dedicated mechanism for fundraising, yet its 
mission runs far deeper. From the start, it was created to serve, with humility and determination, the noble educational 
vision of Saint Joseph University and the vital mission of Hôtel-Dieu de France (HDF), our University Medical Center. 
Under the leadership of Ms. Carmel Wakim (2015–2020) and Ms. Cynthia-Maria Ghobril Andrea (since July 2020), 
Fondation USJ has exemplified what passionate commitment looks like. 

From day one, Fondation USJ has been committed to supporting thousands of students, ensuring that economic 
hardship, repeated crises, and the country’s growing challenges would not become insurmountable barriers to learning. 
At the same time, it has upheld USJ’s mission in healthcare, backing HDF, a place where medical excellence, compassion, 
and service to the common good come together. Fondation USJ has also fueled the University’s growth by supporting 
research, upgrading infrastructure, and providing new equipment. It is not an end in itself; it is a driving force behind a 
larger vision: an engaged university that shapes well-rounded individuals and reaches out to society’s most vulnerable.

A decade later, our mission continues. Nothing can ever be taken for granted. Crises come one after another, obstacles 
grow, and vulnerabilities deepen. To keep going today is not a routine act, it is an act of resilience. Serving USJ and HDF, 
yesterday and today, reflects the belief that education and healthcare are causes worth fighting for, now and always...”

Thank you, from the bottom of my heart.

Prof. Salim Daccache, SJ
Rector of USJ (2012-2025)

Excerpt from the editorial in the Fondation USJ newsletter “Fond’action - Issue No. 10 - 10th Anniversary Special”

FONDATION USJ 10 Years of Solidarity
2015-2025

Supporting the University and its students, HDF and its patients, since 2015

3,122
Individual
Donors

77
Scholarship 
Subscription

Funds

428 
Patrons, Companies, 

Foundations, and 
International
Organizations

71 
Endowment 
Scholarship 

Funds  

64% 
of our students 

received financial aid 
in 2024–2025

$35M 
 Raised to date for 

the «USJ, Aspire for 
More» Campaign 

1
HDF Social 

Solidarity Fund: 
Support for HDF 

Patients

32
Naming

4 
Testamentary 

Bequests

OUR IMPACT 
IN NUMBERS

2020 – 2024
USJ/HDF Emergency 
and Solidarity Fund:
Donate to Educate

Donate to Rebuild 
Donate to Heal 
USJ en Mission

 2019 
Campaign 

« Les Uns Pour Les 
Autres »

5
Countries: France, 

Switzerland, Portugal, 
Canada, and the United 

States

Tax-Deductible 
Contributions in  

Fondation USJ transforms solidarity into opportunity 
and turns hope into a pathway for the future. When crises arise, we act.
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Fondation USJ, Rectorate
Damascus Road
Beirut, Lebanon

usj.edu.lb

@USJLiban

USJLiban

c/USJTV

school/usjliban

fondationusj@usj.edu.lb

+961-1-421000 Ext. 1135
www.usj.edu.lb/fondationusj


