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 Introduction  
Pharmaceuticals in Lebanon: major 

item in health spending (2018) 

93% of 1.93 billion $ market is imported 

Out of Pocket (OOP) expenditure/capita 

   on pharmaceuticals: 33% of total health     

expenditure 

Perceived quality of generics relatively 

low & low adoption of generic in the 

market 

Absence of a central laboratory 

Emergence of smuggled and 

counterfeited products 

Lack of trust in generics 

Prescription habits 

Fierce competition from multinational 

companies 

Insufficient regulations reinforcing 

generics adoption 

 Purpose  

 Proposed Strategy  

SECURE project 

Sustainable Early Care & Universal coverage 

5-year plan 
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Main Objective:  

Increase Generics Adoption. 
With the ultimate goal of achieving 
Universal Health Coverage 
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Interviews with 

key Informants 
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Conclusion  

Generics adoption in Lebanon is essential to achieve: 

Better allocation of resources. 

Reduction in healthcare & OOP expenditures on pharmaceuticals. 
Improvement in access to medication. 

Ultimate goal: achieving Universal Health Coverage. 

Key success factors:  

Strategic partnerships 

Robust policies, programs, and tools 
Sustainability and, Implementation of 
Good Governance Principles. 
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Recommendation: Implementation under Good 

Governance Principles 

Long term framework for early, 
complete, and sustainable patient 

access to therapy 

 

Ensure 
Early 

Access to 
Innovation 

 

Attract 
Foreign 

Investment 
 

Standardize 
Healthcare 

 

Increase 
Generics 
Adoption 

 

October 2021-September 2026 
 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/22694970/
mailto:Luna.bizri@net.usj.edu.lb
mailto:maha.sabbagh@novartis.com
mailto:joumana.merhi@net.usj.edu.lb
mailto:Bassima.hazimeh@net.usj.edu.lb


 
 

 

 

 


