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The 5% Conference:

The Role of Contextualization
and Contemporarization

in Reading the Sacred Text




s Saturday February 22, 2025 (9:00- 16:30)

9:00- 9:30 Opening Speeches

o Fr. Prof. Salim Daccache s.j., Rector of the Saint Joseph University of Beirut
J Dr. Mike Bassous, General Secretary of Bible Society
o Dr. Kurt Anders Richardson, President of Institute for Abrahamic relations

9:30- 10:45 Session 1:
The Role of Contextualization and Contemporarization in Reading the Sacred Text -
Necessity and Controversies

Chair: Prof. Roula Talhouk
J Christian approach: Mgr. Dr. Antoine Aoukar
] Islamic approach: Dr. Sary Hanafi

10:45- 11:00 Break

11:00- 12:15 Session 2:
The Sacred Text from Origins to Compilation to Contemporary Reading
Chair: Fr. Prof. Edgard El-Haiby

J The Holy Qur’an: Between Revelation, Writing, and Contemporary Reading -
Is there a need for modernization: Dr. Mohamad Tarhini
. The Holy Bible: Between Formation, Writing, and Contemporary Reading:

Fr. Dr. Hanna Skandar

12:15- 13:30 Session 3:
Historicism and Reading the Sacred Text
Chair: Dr. Lina Hawat

] Historicism (as part of contextualization and Contemporarization) and the
Reading of the Bible: Fr. Dr. Georges Yarack
] Historicism (as part of contextualization and Contemporarization) and the

Reading of the Quran: Prof. Wajih Kanso
13:30- 14:15 Lunch (All are invited)

14:15- 15:30 Session 4:

Techniques, Benefits, and Cautions of Contextualization and Contemporarization in Reading
the Sacred Text

Chair: Fr. Dr. Guy Sarkis

. Contextualization and Contemporarization in reading Christian texts: Rvd.
Prof. Issa Diab
. Contextualization and Contemporarization in reading Islamic texts: Prof.

Mrad El-Rwayse

15:30- 16:30 Session 5:
Conclusions and Recommendations
Chair: Sr. Prof. Yara Matta & Dr. Ahmad Zoabi
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Mgr. Dr. Antoine Aoukar

e Patriarchal Vicar.

e Doctorate in Biblical Theology.

e New Testament and Greek Instructor in many faculties of Theology.
* Member of the Biblical Federation in the Middle East.

e He has many writings in his field of specialization.

e Email: antarantar@hotmail.com

Dr. Sary Hanafi

e Professor of Sociology at the American University of Beirut.

e Doctorate in Sociology from the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences
Sociales-Paris (School for Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences).

* Bachelors degree in Civil Engineering from the University of Damascus.
e Director of the Center for Arab and Middle Eastern Studies and Head of
the Islamic Studies Program within it.

* Was editor of Idafat: The Arab Journal of Sociology (Arabic).

e Specialist in Sociology of migration and refugees; political sociology,
and transitional justice.

e Email: sh41@aub.edu.lb

Dr. Mohamad Tarhini

e Specialistin the sociology of religion.

e Former lecturer at Sultan Qaboos University in the Sultanate of Oman.

e Director of the Tanweer Center for Intellectual Studies and Research.

e Member of the World Organization for Interfaith Dialogue and Human Rights,
affiliated with Mahathir Mohamad, the former Prime Minister of Malaysia.

e Participantin more than 50 conferences inside and outside Lebanon on intercultural
dialogue, religious minorities, moderation, and otherrelated topics.

e Active in global intercultural dialogue.

e Member of the Spiritual Gathering in Lebanon.

e He has many writings in his field of specialization.

e Email: markaz.tanwer@gmail.com

Fr. Dr. Hanna Skandar

¢ A Lebanese priest from the Lebanese Maronite Order.

e Bachelor of Theology.

¢ Doctor of History.

e Professor of History and Ancient Languages at the Lebanese University.
e Member of the Research Council of the Faculty of Arts and Humanities —
Lebanese University.

e Email: phskandar@hotmail.com

$59c glehii . glpbali

Sy b e

vl OUSI gy § ol eSS o

s SUIS & wasd! =l &6 ol dxllly wyizdl syl Skiwl o
A sY 3 pdl - LSl dayl ) § s o

olais] Jlow § dwus SliJge d o

antarantar@hotmail.com :(3 9 &SIV w1l e

.Ja.x_'> SJlw ygisaJl

Oo § LSpYl dzaldl § gloze¥l ol § Sl o

b @ LslszzYl pslall § Ll Oluhyudl duyse 0 oS3 o

(Fnd dzolzr (o dde durdits a9 )9l @

g8 EY) Syl graliy pusdys dibgl §idls &yl Slulyll Sy oo @
«OBLED laxe VI ple) Loyl k) 52555 sy rate S o

@Y dlaslly Lwlad) L glgrwsadly (12l 8ol Lz glsiwsw § paasio o
sh4l@aub.edu.lb :39 7SIV w0l o

D4 2020 JgisaJI

Gl ozl alsy padiscis o

Olos dialun GugyB Glalud) dsaloy Bl poloxs o

Geiodly &Sl Sluhal) poidl 3Spe i

L3 Bl el gy dase solab daldl DLl Gstiog QLY Jlsod Liblell debiilly gas o
Eawglly dnull GLIEYIs QLAY Hlso jasu Le Gl J1sg gols 1850 50 (o SST &lie o
eoxdy JlueYly

Alle Oljlass 0Ll Hlg= sl e

Ol & Gmo)) sl sas o

tolais] Jlow § dwus Slalse 4 o

markaz.tanwer@gmail.com : 353V w1 o

Jasuwl Lo . i

A9l Lol dslayl oo Glud oy o
SsaMl § Bl o

.@)&” @ ol»:So .

AP dnaled] § dgud Olay iy Sliad o

AL dsaledl -a5LusY) pslslly OISV &S gl Slodl ulzms § gas o

phskandar@hotmail.com :(355JY) w0l o




Fr. Dr. Georges Yarack

e Maronite priest.

e Doctorate in Philosophy.

¢ Bachelops degree in Theology and a licentiate in Physics.

e Researcher in the Philosophy and Theology of the Earth.

e | ecturer at several universities in Lebanon.

e Mentor and Counselor at the Maronite Patriarchal Youth Pastoral Office.
e He has many writings in his field of specialization.

* Email: georges.yarack@usj.edu.lb | georgesyarack@gmail.com

Prof. Wajih Kanso

e Professor of Philosophy at the Lebanese University.

e Lecturer at Wayne University, Detroit, Michigan.

e Lecturer at Saint Joseph University, Faculty of Religious Sciences.
e Doctorate in Philosophy from the Holy Spirit University of Kaslik.

* Doctorate in Engineering from Wayne State University- Michigan in USA.

* He has numerous studies and writings in his field of specialization.
* Email: kansowajih@yahoo.com | wajihmohsen.kanso@usj.edu.lb

Rvd. Prof. Issa Diab

» Ordained pastorin the Evangelical Reformed Church (Presbyterian).

e 4 doctorates (Theology, Semitic religions, Islamic thought, biblical philology).
e Habilitation a diriger des recherches (HDR) (the Bible and the Qur’an) from
Lebanese, American and French universities.

e Certified Bible translation expert with the United Bible Societies.

e Member of the Center for Dialogue and Reconciliation Studies of the Faculty of
Theology and Religious Sciences at Friedrich Schiller University Jena.

e |nstructor of the Old Testament at the Near Eastern School of Theology, and
Abrahamic Studies at the Faculty of Religious Sciences - Saint Joseph University.
e Member of the Biblical Federation in the Middle East.

¢ He has numerous studies and writings in his field of specialization.

e Email: IssaDiab@biblesocieties.org

Prof. Mrad EI-Rwayse

e Doctorate in Sociology, Laval University, Quebec, Canada.

e Assistant Professor of Higher Education in Tunisia, Manouba University.

e Specialist in sociology and social psychology.

* Master-Research Coordinator in Humanities and Social Sciences Applied to
Physical and Sports Activities.

» Worked for three years as a Higher Education Instructor in Canada, Laval
University, Quebec.

e He has numerous studies and writings in his field of specialization.

e Email: rouissimourad@yahoo.fr
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