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Qu'est-ce que le bonheur?
Par Francoise Genest - 24 Février 2013

Longtemps I’apanage des poétes et des philosophes, le bonheur est désormais un sujet
scientifique que scrutent neuropsychologues, sociologues, généticiens et économistes. Tous
tentent de répondre a cette quéte universelle: mais qu’est-ce que le bonheur?

Jamais le bonheur n’aura fait couler autant d’encre. On le mesure, on I’évalue, on lui fixe
un prix, on lui cherche une adresse, on le traque jusque dans les génes. Des confins de
I’Himalaya jusque dans les instituts économiques d’Angleterre, le bonheur se retrouve sous la
loupe des experts qui conjuguent leurs efforts pour mieux cerner les conditions du bonheur des
individus, mais aussi celui des nations: le bonheur des peuples est désormais a I’ordre du jour des
grands organismes internationaux.

Pour répondre a I’ultime question « Qu’est-ce que le bonheur? », les chercheurs ont
d’abord dd répondre a des dizaines d’autres. Sommes-nous tous égaux face au bonheur? Le
bonheur a-t-il un sexe, un age, une adresse, une profession? Faut-il vivre a deux pour étre
heureux? Le bonheur personnel dépend-il du bonheur national? Les gens du Sud sont-ils plus
heureux que ceux du Nord? Des questions qui trouvent des réponses de plus en plus précises. Et
si les experts ne sont pas encore parvenus a une définition unique du bonheur, ils sont de plus en
plus unanimes sur les conditions essentielles pour I’atteindre.

Dans un texte d’environ 300 mots, tentez de définir votre conception du bonheur en
vous basant sur les questionnements proposés dans I’extrait ci-dessus.

Note /20 :
Idées :/8 Plan/Transition : /2 Syntaxe : /4
Cohérence : /1 Lexique: /1 Grammaire/Orthographe : /4
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The Economist explains

How can Twitter reveal your personality?

May 30th 2013, 23:50 by E.H.
[ ]

EACH SECOND around 9,000 tweets, short bursts of text up to 140 characters long, are posted on
Twitter, a micro-blogging website. Opinions, breaking news, comments on television programmes and
pictures of cats all jostle for attention. But according to new research, each tweet could also
suggest aspects of their author’s character. How can Twitter reveal your personality?

Trying to gauge a person’s personality through their writing is not new. Tracking the “Big Five” personality
traits—openness, conscientiousness, extraversion, agreeableness and neuroticism—through what
respondents wrote under controlled conditions has long been a favourite pastime of both market
researchers and behavioural psychologists. But in 2010 Tal Yarkoni, an academic at the University of
Colorado, Boulder, suggested in an article that it might be possible to apply these methods to the posts of
bloggers. Mr Yarkoni argued that bloggers were unaware when they wrote their articles that they were
going to be scrutinized for personality quirks, and so provided a possibly more objective or wide-ranging
sample. Some of his findings seemed obvious. Extroversion correlated with “bar”, while neurotics were
found to use the words “awful”, “lazy” and, somewhat predictably, “depressing”. But other findings were
more remarkable. Trusting types were more likely to use the word “summer”, while more co-operative

beings favoured the word “unusual’”.

A group of researchers at IBM’s Almaden Research Centre in San Jose, California, have now picked up
on Mr Yarkoni's idea and applied it to Twitter. The team, lead by Eben Haber, hope to discover the “deep


http://www.economist.com/news/science-and-technology/21578357-plan-assess-peoples-personal-characteristics-their-twitter-streams-no
http://pilab.colorado.edu/publications/Yarkoni_JRP_2010b.pdf

psychological profiles” of tweeters. Analysing three months’ worth of data from 90m users (of about 200m
worldwide), they argue that so far they have been able to gauge someone’s personality reasonably well
from 50 tweets, and even better from 200.

For market researchers, analysing data on Twitter provides an alluring alternative to the slog of asking
respondents to let them know through surveys what their favourite colour might be, or what mobile phone
they are likely to buy. But it comes with a caveat. As data from Mary Meeker show, the number of people
using Twitter may be increasing, but the amount that people share online varies widely between different
countries. On average, 24% of respondents shared “everything” or “most things” online. In countries with
some of the largest concentrations of Twitter users, such as America and Britain, that proportion fell to
15% and 12%. Just as this group of happy sharers may not entirely representative of humankind, public
forums such as Twitter may not hold the key understanding the strange things that go on inside that most
mysterious of organs, the human brain.

- Read the article carefully and write a well-structured response revealing what
people’s practices online tell about their personality stating your stance on the
use of social media. Elaborate and exemplify.

- ldeas and diction : /4 - Structure and connectors : /2
- Grammar and Usage : /2 - Coherence and cohesion : /1

- Mechanics : /1


http://www.kpcb.com/insights/2013-internet-trends
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